OUR CALENDAR
December 14 --- LBG Tim Smith
will present a walking program
covering the events and the
historic viewshed of the area
surrounding Big Round Top, the
Devil's Kitchen, and Devil's Den.
Meet Tim at 1 pm at the BIG
Round Top Trail parking area.

February 21---Visiting Scholar's
Program. The ALBG and the
Gettysburg National Military
Park will co-sponsor a Black
History Weekend Program. Dr.
Frank N. Schubert will present an

afternoon talk (open to the
public) on  "The  Buffalo
Soldiers." That evening, at the

ALBG winter banquet at the
Dobbin House, Dr. Schubert will
talk on the the 1864 Battle of
New Market. Further details in
the January Dispatch.

March 7---Historian Emeritus of
the National Park Service and
honorary Licensed Battlefield
Guide, Edwin C. Bearss,
address the ALBG. Subject and
[ocation to be announced later.

As a service to the membership of E

the Association of Licensed
Battlefield Guides the Dispatch

editors would like to make you | .
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aware of not only ALLBG events, but
the ever expanding list of Civil War
continuing education opportunities that
are occurring in the Gettysburg area.

The Civil War Round Table of
Gettysburg meets at the G.A.R. Hall on
East Middle Street beginning at
7:30pm. The annual dues are $12.
Some of their future programs include:

March 26---LBG Mark Polley, a
former Seasonal NPS Ranger at
Appomattox Court House, presenting
"Surrender at Appomattox."

April 23---Scott Hartwig, Supervisory
Historian at GNMP, presenting "A
Killer Angels Companion," exploring
the liberties Michael Sharra took with
his characters and comparing them
with the historical leaders.

The Cumberland County Historical
Society, Carlisle, PA, has announced a
year-long Civil War Project entitled
"On the Margins of the War." They

W1ll be hostmo a series of monthly

will
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lectures at the Historical Society
located at 21 N. Pitt St., Carlisle,
and will co-sponsor a Civil War
Conference  with  Dickinson
College August 14-16, 1998. For
further  information please
contact the Historical Society at
717-249-7610. The first lecture
in the series will be:

March 11---Hubert Gilroy "The
Irish in the Civil War," 7:30 pm,
Cumberland County Historical
Society.

The Gettysburg National Military
Park and the Friends of the
National Parks at Gettysburg will
be co-sponsoring the 7th Annual
GNMP Seminar; "The Army of
Northern Virginia." The program
consists of morning lectures, a
luncheon, choice of field tours,
and a copy of the published
proceedings. Over the past few
years this event has grown from
50 participants to last year's 150!
The date is April 4, 1998. For

3 information contact the GNMP at

717-334-1124 or the FNPG office

at 717-334-0772.
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Born: February 3, 1845 at
Terryville or Plymouth,
Litchfield Co., CT.

Died: November 28,1910 at
San Francisco, CA.

Buried: Papeete, Tahiti.

Dorence Atwater enlisted
August 21, 1861, in Edward W.
Whitaker's Connecticut
squadron of cavalry at Hartford,
CT for 3 years. This group
became Co. D, 2nd N. Y. Cav.
During the Gettysburg campaign
Atwater had become a clerk at
Gen. Judson Kilpatrick's head-
quarters. He was captured July
7, 1863, while attempting to
deliver a message from Edward
Whitaker (by now Kilpatrick's
A.D.C.) to Gen. Kilpatrick during
Lee's retreat. Atwater was sent
to Richmond, VA. He was sent to
Andersonville prison March 23,
1864.

While at Andersonville prison,
Atwater kept a secret duplicate
list of the Union prisoners who
died there. He keyed the names
with the numbers on the graves.
Thanks to his efforts, the graves
have been identified. When re-

leased from prison after being
exchanged, he was
summoned to the War
Depariment in  Washington,
D.C. and told to bring that list!

The postwar years did not
improve his fortunes. Atwater
was discharged on April 21,
1865, but reenlisted and was
detailed as a clerk in the War
Department, Washington,D.C.
In July, 1865, he ran afoul of
the War Department,
apparently over the ownership
of the Andersonville list. He
was liberated from Auburn
State Prison by Secretary of
War Stanton. Showing
support for Atwater, the state
of Connecticut presented him
with a testimonial honoring his
courage and patriotism. For a
time he traveled around the
country as an advanced agent
for Clara Barton's lecture
circuit.

Atwater's health was
broken by his military service.
His old friend and comrade,
Edward Whitaker, believed
Atwater's death was due to his
"torture” in Andersonville and
his problems with the War
Department. Whitaker took
Atwater to a physician and
saw Atwater drop like a dead
man when the doctor touched
his chest. Whitaker helped get
President Johnson to appoint
Atwater as the U.S. Consul to
the Seychelles Islands in the
Indian Ocean. The hope was
that it would improve his
failing health. Atwater became
the American Consul to Tahiti
from October 26, 1871, to
March 14, 1888. Affidavits in
his pension file mention that
he was sickly in Tahiti as well.
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He married Ariiinoore Moetia
Salmon October 27, 1875. She
had lived next to the American
Consulate. Mostia testitied that
her mother used to send nurses
to care for the sickly Atwater.
Dorence and Moetia had no
children. He retired from the
consulate finally due to poor
health. He traveled back and
forth to the U.S. trying to get
better.  Atwater died of

Aneurism Aorta and Acute
Bronchitis on November 28,
1910, in San Francisco,CA. He
was buried in Papeete, Tahiti.
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CIVIL WAR TRIVIA &
QUOTES

The answer to last
months trivia question: Which
union general said, "Falsehood
will travel the length and breadth
of the nation while truth is still
putting its boots on?" is General
U.S. Grant.

NEW TRIVIA QUESTION:

How many Union and
Confederate  Generals  were
killed or mortally wounded at
Gettysburg?

GUIDE ELECTIONS

The Guide elections will
be held on January 16, 1988. A
Nominating  Committe  was
appointed at the November 21
meeting. The members are Roy
Frampton, John Tuss, Robert
MacAskill, and Tricia Murphy.
They are to give a report at the
January meeting of nominees for
officers of the association for
1988.

If you are interested in
being nominated for the office of
President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, Parlia-
mentarian, Chaplain, Executive
Committee, or Ethics Com-
mittee, please contact one of the
four members of the Nominating
Committee by December 31,
1997.

Any member may make a
nomintion from the floor at the
January 16th Business Meeting
and may suggest other members
of the association for nomination
as an officer. (However, if you
plan on pominating another
person at the January meeting,
please check with that person
first to see if they are willing to
serve.) A nomination will only be
accepted if the nominee is
present or if written acceptance is
presented at the meeting.

DECEMBER
MEETING

BUSINESS

The December Guide Business
Meeting will be held on

" December 19, at the GAR Hall at

7:00 PM.
BRUSH CUTTING

A reminder that the
guides will be cutting brush on
Wednesday, Dec. 10, and
Monday Dec. 15, at 8:30 AM
near the Devil's Den parking lot.
All are welcome to join.

At the December business
meeting on the 19th, the
following bylaws and Code of

Conduct and Ethics policy
changes will be considered.

Bylaws:

1. Change to remove any
reference to specific meeting
nights to allow for future date
changes without subsequent
bylaws changes.

2. Change to remove all
reference to specific dues
amounts in  the  bylaws.
Substitute a blanket statement:
"Annual dues to be established
by a vote of the Association at
the December business meeting."

Code of Conduct and Ethics:

3. Formal approval of revised
policy manual to be distributed
that evening.

One change: Section 1la
(Composition) to be reworded so
that a committee chair will also
be elected in January to a single
two-year term. In January 1998,
we will elect one "Two-year"
chair and one "One-year" chair.
The purpose of this is to ensure
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that there will always be a person
with some experience at the head
of this committee. In subsequent
years, elections will be held only
to fill the newly vacant chair.

" A CONNECTION TO
HISTORY"

By Mike Strong

All of us, as guides, have our
favorite stories to tell about some
of our more memorable trips.
Whether it be the ¢ar that broke
down at Spm on a Friday evening
on Oak Ridge on our SECOND
ever trip; the tour with folks
traveling to the Carlisle Dog
Show with two Bull Mastiffs in
the back seat growling
menacingly over our shoulder
(they love Sallie!); the walk
across Willoughby Run on a July
moming with the descendants of a
member of Archer's 5th Alabama
Battalion; locating a grave in the
Soldiers' National Cemetery for a
family from New York, spending
an hour on Oak Ridge listening to
the reminiscence of a man who
was in the audience at the 1938
dedication of the Peace Memorial.
The  anticipation  of  the
unexpected makes our occupation
one of the most fascinating and
enjoyable enterprises that one
could be engaged in. There is not
a day, regardless of season, that I
do not drive into the Park,
disembark from my vehicle, walk
towards the Visitor Center, and
take time, as they say, "to smell
the roses,” and thank my lucky
stars that I am a Licensed
Battlefield Guide.

One of our compatriots, Deb
Novotny, recently had one
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of those tours that make our
vocation so satisfying and one
that so many Civil War
enthusiasts would give their eye
teeth to participate in. Deb had
the good fortune to guide Bessie
Bushman Young of Baltimore,
age97, on a tour of sites
associated with her father, Strong
Vincent Bushman, this fall.
Strong Vincent Bushman was
named for Union commander
Strong Vincent, who was
mortally wounded July 2, 1863,
while rallying his brigade on
Little Round Top. Vincent was
first taken to the Jacob Weikert
Farm on Taneytown Road behind
Little Round Top. He was then
carried to the Lewis Bushnan
house on Sachs Road one mile
east of Little Round Top. Despite
her  advanced  stages  of
pregnancy, Mrs Bushman cared
for the wounded Colonel. After
Strong Vincent's death on July
7th members of his family
arrived in Gettysburg to arrange
for the removal of his remains to
Erie, Pa. Mrs. Vincent was also
pregnant at the time of her
husband's death. When Mrs.
Vincent gave birth to a daughter,
named Blanche, she learned that
Mrs. Bushman had given birth to
a son. In honor of the hero of
Little Round Top, the Bushman's

named their newborn infant
Strong  Vincent  Bushman.
Bushman would grow to -

adulthood, operate a tavem along
the Baltimore Pike south of
Gettysburg and die in 1937. It
was his daughter that Deb had the
opportunity to guide around the
field.

Deb reported that she took
Bessie to Evergreen Cemetery

Strong Vincent Bushman. Deb
said that Bessie "kept saying that
things had changed so much, |

from her memory." For Deb, who \

where they found the grave of /‘/

"it was really a great experience--

/
has been a guide for 23 years and /%\
is a high school history teacher, X\ /,/\ ’\/>\

fantastic, a connection to
history," exactly the kind of
"typical" atypical day at the Park
that makes us so anxious to
connect to history.

Friday, 20 February
GAR HALL
7:00 p.m.

"Nineteenth Century
Medicine and the Plight of Civil
War Surgeons"  presented by
Ian Isherwood, a sophomore at
Gettysburg  College.  Three
guides have heard Jan speak
previously and recommend your
attendence. Come and learn
about a topic which seldom
receives attention.

REMINDER

Just a reminder that all
guide license fees are due by
December 31, 1997.

f
N
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It has been brought to our
attention that some of our guides

and associates have Dbeen
disappointed in the past with the
Frozen Finger walks. Interested
people would show up for a walk
around Culp's Hill or Big Round
Top, for instance, and find few, if
any, battlefield guides in
attendance, and no one to
conduct a tour. Some would
leave pretty angry. That is
unfortunate. The Frozen Fingers
walks were never intended to be
like the regular continuing
education talks offered by the
guides throughout the year. It
was originally intended as a
chance for a group of friends and
colleagues to get together during
the long, cold winter months and
stomp around the battlefield
together. If anyone had anything
to say about the area being
traversed, they would add their
two cents into the rambling and
most informal dialogue. You
might notice only a few guides
along, and it may be that they
considered it too darn cold or too
darn wet. Usually, only the most
ardent, or those with the greatest
"cabin fever" will appear from
their snug homes to join in the
fun. Please do not take offense.
We do regret that we have had
anyone leave us disappointed.
We are constantly ftrying to
improve what we do, and if
anyone has any suggestions, we
would be glad to hear from you.
The comment has been made that
the guides conducting the
continuing education tours could
be paid, and that would guarantee
a steady stream of volunteers to
do programs. But, where would
we get the money? How much
would we have to pay? Would we
have to charter a  bus?
Etc.,etc.Stay tuned and thanks!




A.L.B.G. VISITING SCHOLARS PROGRAM
&
WINTER BANQUET

SATURDAY, 21 FEBRUARY 1998
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“BLACK VALOR: BUFFALO SOLDIERS AND THE MEDAL OF
HONOR, 1867-1898”

2:00 PM - GNMP CYCLORAMA CENTER AUDITORIUM
Jointly Sponsored by Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides and the
National Park Service (open to the public)
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“THE MEDAL OF HONOR AND THE BATTLE OF NEW MARKET
HEIGHTS”

ABIGAIL ADAMS BALLROOM, DOBBIN HOUSE
{Open to Association members & their guests)
6:00 PM - Social Hour
6:30 PM - Dinner (our usual banquet menu, reservations required)

Form must be received NLT February 11, 1998 to confirm dinner reservations for
the Winter Banquet. Price-$16.00 per person. Checks should be made payable to
“ALBG” & sent to: ALBG, Box 4152, ATTN: Deb Novotny, Gettysburg, PA 17325

Name: Check #

Total # in Party Amt Enclosed




EULOGIES For HOWARD KOSER

Hans Henzel, LTC, USMC (Ret), Licensed Battlefield Guide:

“‘Howard was a modern Cincinnatus. A true citizen soldier, he was much like the
quintessential colonial or frontier militiaman. His life-long service with the National
Guard reflects that. And we all remember the SGT Koser stories. His sardonic humor,
his irreverence, his rather condescending respect for authority made Howard a unique
person. He was loyal and frue. He gave himself unstintingly to those things he
considered important: his country; his profession; his avocations; his wartime buddies
from the 11th Airborne; the battlefield of Gettysburg and the guides Association.
Howard Koser was a patriot. He was a good American and a good comrade.

Howard, we salute you!”

David Weaver, Licensed Battlefield Guide, 2LT, Army Nat. Guard:

“‘My name is Dave, | knew Howard for 12 years as a Licensed Battlefield Guide. As
you all know, Howard was possessed of an extraordinary intellect. | never ceased to
be amazed at the voluminous anecdotes, facts and figures that Howard could so easily
wield off the top of his mind. Howard believed in education. But he believed in
education not so much as a way to enhance one’s professional resume or to get
ahead in the rat race. . . but rather because it was the right thing to do. Howard was a
man of many hats, he was a soldier, a teacher but, more than anything Howard was a
scholar. He was a man of books. His knowiedge of history, science, culture, language
and government was vast. Of course, Howard was also possessed of some, shall we
say, stubborn political views. It was part of his inimitable charm. He was a dedicated
conservative, so much so that he trained his faithful dog, Falstaff, in the Republican
philosophy. | know this to be true because when | loaned Howard my new hardbound
copy of Col. Hackworth’s book About Face, Falstaff prompitly ripped it to pieces and ate
it. Anyway, Howard touched all of us in profound ways. He was a mentor to me and |
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know that | speak for all of us when | say, ‘We’ll miss you Howard' “.

The Rev. Robert MacAskill, Licensed Battiefield Guide:

“It is a pleasure to come and share some remarks concerning the life and usefulness
of Howard Koser. What | have to say I’'m sure would be the reflections and
observations of others on his life. There are three things that come to mind as ! think
about his life. He was a man of INTEGRITY. What you say is what you got. He was
not given to embellishments but believed in speaking openly, honestly and forthrightly.
This was true in all of his life whether teaching a class, writing a paper or giving a
battlefield tour. He believed in having the facts at hand and sharing with others in an
open and objective manner. Howard was a man of ABILITY. Whatever he undertook
to do, he was capabie of adjusting to circumstances and doing a thorough job. He



was a person who had a good grasp of the English and French languages. His
speciality was as a book reviewer. He could give the author’s thoughts and share the
contents in an objective manner. So by reading his reviews one could get the
essence of the book and benefit from Howard’s perceptive and critical analysis.
Third, Howard was a DEDICATED person. He was a dedicated citizen having served
his country in two wars - World War |l and the Korean War. He was active in military
_organizations and had a good understanding of weapons and logistics. He also
served in leadership capacities in educational responsibilities. Frequently he would
come to Gettysburg, not for guiding purposes but just to enjoy the fellowship and
friendship of his colleagies in the Guide room. He would take part in the conversation
and add to the subject matter with examples and experiences of his own. He would
relate how early in his career as a teacher he would arise and go to a one-room
school, make the fire and teach various levels to carry out his teaching assignment.
He could be depended upon to fulfill whatever responsibility he undertook with skill
and effectiveness. As we reflect upon his life and usefulness and service he gives us
an example of courage, strength, and inspiration for the living of our days. Perhaps
our thoughts can best be expressed in the words of William Cullen Bryant's poem:
“A Life Well Lived”
So live, that when thy summons comes to join
The innumerable caravan, which moves
To that mysterious realm, where each shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death,
Thou go not, like a quarry-slave at night,
Scouraged to his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch
About him and lies down to pieasant dreams

Anthony Nicastro, Licensed Battlefield Guide:

“What | will always remember about Howard was his unique ability to use words
creatively and his enjoyment in letting a good story or joke. | first met Howard Koser in
1992 when | first joined the Guide force. Howard found out that | was in the Navy and
asked me if | knew what a ‘gluckmaker was’. | of course did not know and then Howard
began {o tell the joke about the Navy gluckmaker. So began my aquaintance with this
special man Howard W. Koser, a great story-teller, staunch comrade and my friend.

| was always impressed with Howard's great ability to summon up a quote either in
English or French from Napoleon or other famous persons. When | first began
teaching an Italian course at HAAC it was Howard who helped and advised me about
the course content. | would always run a new idea by Howard to see what he thought
of it. | will miss his guidance and friendship. We all know that Howard had no
patience with long winded speakers, so | will conclude with several passages from the
‘Editor’'s Desk’ of the Guide Dispatch penned by Howard:

“| am a dyspeptic veteran of the rubber chicken circuit, baving, over the years,



consumed vast quantities of elastic poultry while sitting through many a post-prandial
maundering while my digestive system strove valiently to process it. When the after-
dinner speaker was introduced, | used to pray that the microphone would go dead; that
the speaker would have an intelligence attack; that the FBI would make a sudden
entrance and arrest him for the theft of other people’s cliches, fully realising that the
chances of anything that good happening in this vale of tears are almost invisibly slim.
So it was with relief that | discovered that both the speaker and the food were first rate.

“Spring has finally arrived! Oniy a few days ago, it seems we were cursing the bitter
cold and suffering from a bad head cold which cost me three days of guiding and a
bus. You can'’t expect an ecstatic welcome when you board someone’s car with a
nose that runs like an open spigot and a voice that sounds like a cross-cut saw. Then
suddenly - it was spring, and overnight buds began to appear on the trees - our
favorite time of the year - and my sinuses went dry and my voice resumed its usual
melodious tone.

“In spite of the glacial cold of the last couple of weeks, people-not many its true-are still
coming to Gettysburg to see the battlefield. Having we ourself left the safe refuge of
our home on the other side of the mountain last Sunday to find out how the park had
fared without our firm guidance and were suprised (and a little hurt) to discover that we
hadn’t been missed over much....In a valiant effort to make good out of bad,
snowbound as we were out here in the country, under a leaky roof, with broken water
pipes and a broken down furnace to plague me, we still managed to do a great deal of
reading- this time about World War I, for we preparing a class to be taught by us at the
Gettysburg campus of HACC (Harrisburg Area Community College) known somewhat
irreverently, it seems to us, as ‘Hack’. We hope you've survived the boreal breezes,
the snow and ice, in good shape and that we’ll see some of you ‘...when spring returns
with rustling shade and apple blossoms fill the air.”

“Until that time, Howard, you will certainly be missed by all of us.”
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