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“War means fighting. The business of the soldier is to fight. ... To move swiftly, strike vigorously, and secure all the fruits of
victory is the secret of successful war.”

– Stonewall Jackson

his new year of 2016,
T
the Association of
Licensed Battlefield Guide’s

centennial year looks to be
a great year full of promise
and challenges. The newly
elected staff of President
Steve Slaughter, Vice President Larry Korczyk, Treasurer Jim Cooke, Secretary Les
Fowler, and Parliamentarian
Dave Hamacher look forward
to helping lead this venerable association forward and
in a positive direction. Also,
helping to lead the Association are Executive Council
members Deb Novotny,
Stuart Dempsey, Jim Pangburn, Chuck Burkell, Rob
Abbott,and John Baniszewski. We cannot undo the
past, nor have we had much
control of past issues and
concerns. But what we can
do, is ask you to join us,
participate, become involved,
and help us lead this Association towards the future and
it’s next one hundred years.
We cannot do it without
you.
The Association of
Licensed Battlefield Guides
is now one hundred years
old. It has come a long way,
being led over the years by
many dedicated and devoted
guides. Perhaps we should
make this year of 2016, a
year of reflection, evaluation,
and action. Who are we today and where are we going?
Perhaps, we should use this
year to set some achievable
and realistic goals and objec-
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tives. But to make this year a success, we need your help and
input to achieve these objectives.
Together, taking a step at a time, we can make 2016, a
great and memorable year. Within this organization, there
are so many talented and devoted individuals who are willing
See STAFF REPORT continued on page 2

Engagement -March 18
A LB G MEETIN G

M

arch 18th, 6:30 p.m., is the second ALBG general
meeting for 2016 at the GAR Hall on Middle Street.
The “Continuing Education” part of the meeting features
guest speaker Ken J. Serfass who will portray General U.S.
Grant. Ken’s topic is Grant at Vicksburg which will include
some accounts of what Grant was hearing about the great
battle taking place in the east at Gettysburg and the eventual
results.
Ken was born Bethlehem, PA. He joined the USMC
in 1984 and had his final tour with the First Marine Division Band during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Ken has been
an active Civil War reenactor and impressionist since his
See ENGAGEMENT continued on page 2
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STAFF REPORT

cont. from page 1

to spend many hours of their time to insure that this Association and this year are a success. We will need some time,
for we will not be able to accomplish all that we want to do
at once and in a hurry. We, as a staff, sincerely ask for your
help, advice, and suggestions—your understanding, cooperation, and patience—and very importantly, exhibiting respect,
civility, and courtesy with and among all of us.
The Officers and Executive Council of the Association
of Licensed Battlefield Guides are humbled and proud to be
of service to all the Licensed Battlefield Guides and look
forward to a great year in 2016.

ENGAGEMENT continued on page 1
boyhood in Pennsylvania, and from his forty years of study of
his self-avowed childhood hero U.S. Grant has been appearing publicly as General Grant since 2009 while living in San
Diego, CA. He has spoken at events across the country and
has visited the major areas of Grant’s military campaigns in
Virginia and Mississippi.
Based now in Gettysburg, Ken appears monthly at many
venues telling the story of Grant’s life and honorable service.
Come to the meeting on the 18th for a rewarding experience.

ENGAGEMENT – MAY 20
The guest speaker at the ALBG general meeting will be
LBG Rich Bellamy who will speak about the reorganization
of the Army of Northern Virginia after Chancellorsville and
its impact on the Battle of Gettysburg.

Visiting Scholar Banquet
features Ted Alexander
as keynote speaker
The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides will host
its annual Visiting Scholars Banquet on April 22, 2016 from
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Historic Dobbin House in
Gettysburg. The cost of the dinner will be $28.00 per person
and all are welcome. Payments can be made via check and
mailed to: ALBG, PO Box 4152, Gettysburg, PA 17325 or
via credit card on the ALBG website at www.gettysburgtourguides.org. There will be a buffet dinner and a cash bar.
The cutoff date to register for the dinner is April 12, 2016.
The keynote speaker
will be Ted Alexander.
Ted is the chief historian
at Antietam National
Battlefield, where he has
worked for more than 26
years. He is the author,
editor, and contributor to
ten books on the Civil
War and other aspects of
Antietam NB Chief Historian, Ted Alexander
American History. He is
also the author of more than 200 articles and book reviews
for numerous publications.
Ted is the founder and coordinator of the Chambersburg
Civil War Seminars, which has raised more than $150,000
for battlefield preservation. So, come join the ALBG for a
night of great food, spirits, camaraderie, and a stimulating
historical talk.

Things I wish I knew on becoming a LBG 1995–2016
Contributed by LBG John Vollbrecht, Class of 1995

I have spent a great part of the past 20 years plus doing biographical research on the Confederate Commanders at Gettysburg. One thing that I never understood is how I could
read reports or articles from officers in the same units, who
had been at the same events at the same time, and although
the reports may have been written at different times, I always
wondered how the details could be so different or how things
in one report were not found in another report. Between the
CSRs, OR’s, Confederate Military History, Southern Historical Society Papers, and various biographies, how could things
be so different. Now I understand.
There are events that occurred (or did not occur) at Gettysburg that are still being argued about. Authors and historians have made careers for themselves by picking some large
or small event and arguing and writing about it and publishing books about it. You see this every year on the anniversary
weekend where one presenter will argue one side of a question, and then another presenter will argue the other side of
a question. Both use written articles, letters to home.
I seriously doubt that any of these historians remember
every word that they ever said, or every thing they saw, or

learned in the classroom, or read in the newspaper, or if
they are veterans everything that happened in battle. How
can they go back 150 years now, and argue that something
did or did not happen because of specific words that were or
were not written. I recently read the letters I sent my parents
from Vietnam, and there were things in there I had totally
forgotten, or added a lot more specifics to a memory, or
were deliberately downplayed. I am sure that soldiers in the
Civil War did the same thing in their letters to their families, wives, and girl friends. I found simple statements that I
made, like “Everything is pretty calm right now; just a few
mortars and small arms fire on the perimeter”. Is that true?
I have no idea after all these years. It might mean that we
were mortared all night long and killed several sappers in the
wire, but I was trying not to scare my parents.
As my friends from Vietnam and I talked about more
and more things, we found that we each remembered them
slightly differently, or even not at all. I know that none of
the four of us were just making stuff up, nor were we intentionally lying to each other. Yet we came up with different
See THINGS I WISH I KNEW continued on the next page
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for the
ALBG has held steady
over the past two-months
with the exception of the
tragic passing of beloved
guide Jim Martin. Jim always had a smile and something cheerful or important
y
to say. He will be truly
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149 guides at Gettysburg
National Military Park. As
for our associate members,
we had an increase of three members to 208 associates.
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FROZEN FINGERS TOUR. The coming months with the
warmer weather begins another busy season at the park. On
March 20th we have the “Frozen Fingers” tour, postponed
from February, conducted by Dean Schultz over his historic
property. Here is an opportunity to see Lost Avenue and hear
Dean regale us with the story of this often forgotten action.
Those who wish to attend will meet that morning at Dean’s
engineering office on the Baltimore Pike.
SPRING SEMINAR. In April the ALBG will hold their

spring seminar. The seminar committee is hard at
work putting the finishing
touches on another outstanding event. The U. S.
Sharpshooters will be examined on April 8 & 9. Sign
up soon before the event is
filled up.

VISITING SCHOLARS
BANQUET will be held
on April 22 at the Dobbin
House at 6 p.m. Ted Alexander, retired Chief Historian at
Antietam Battlefield will be the keynote speaker. Come join
the ALBG for an evening of great food, spirits, camaraderie, and a stimulating talk. See the article on page 2 or the
ALBG website www.gettysburgtourguides.org for details and
the registration form.
TUESDAY EVENING BATTLE WALKS are back again this
summer. See the article on page 8 or go to www.gettysburg
tourguides.org for details on this annual event. This year
looks to be a series of outstanding topics as the licensed
guides walk the field of battle.

GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

STATISTICS – NOV. 2014 – OCT. 2015
FULL YEAR

contributed by John Fuss

Visitor Center Count
Door counter............................ 1,281,521........................ - 29,823........................ - 2.3%
Car and van tours.....................
Bus tours..................................
Cemetery Walks, etc.................
Total tours...............................

17,112........................ - 1,236........................ - 5.9%
7,307........................ +
174........................ + 2.4%
105........................ +
25........................ + 31.2%
24,524......................... -

THINGS I WISH I KNEW continued
names when trying to remember who was involved in an
event, or could not remember at all who was involved in
other events. We weren’t lying, but after more than 40 years
we had just forgotten things or remembered things differently, or pushed traumatic events to a little corner of the brain
that says ‘Danger, do not open, bad memories reside within’.
So when you read these various articles and books and
hear these presentations, or write your own books or articles,
try to understand that often there is no right or wrong, there
are just fallible humans doing the best that they can, especially as we get older.
Thanks for these wonderful years with the Guides.

1,037 ........................ -

4.1%

Late LBG Symons grave stone placed
Contributed by LBG Denny Forwood

“I stopped at
the National
Cemetery in
Indiantown
Gap on
Thursday
(3/10) and
the stone
on George’s
grave has
been placed.”
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GNMP & ENHS NEWS
2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For additional information (unless noted) on any event call 717-338-4469, or go to www.nps.gov/gett.
APRIL
2	���������������National Park Ranger Program Spring Season Begins. Free hikes, walk, and talks offered daily through June 10.
The full schedule will be posted on www.nps.gov/gett.
9-10	����������Living History Weekends on the Gettysburg Battlefield – Through October. Weekend living history encampments
and firing demonstrations continue through October 30th. For additional information call the Living History Coordinator at 717-338-4425, or go to www.nps.gov/gett.
16	�������������National Junior Ranger Day – At Eisenhower National Historic Site, children ages 7-12 are invited to complete
the Junior Secret Service Agent Training Manual and earn their badge and certificate. Civil War trading cards and
official Jr. Ranger patches will be presented. Free of Charge.
22-23	��������Spring Battlefield Foray – A special Gettysburg National Military Park weekend of unique hikes, walks, and talks,
that will focus on the organization, tools, and tactics utilized by the two armies that fought at Gettysburg and on
other battles of the Civil War. Co-hosted by the Gettysburg Foundation, this event will bring together historians
from the field of academia, park rangers and historians, and licensed battlefield guides to provide a special, in-depth
experience in understanding the history of the conflict and to provide attendees with an intimate view of the human experience of the war that is not offered throughout the year. All programs will be free and open to the public.
Go go to www.nps.gov/gett for updates and a full program schedule.
MAY
14	�������������World War I Day. A living history encampment featuring World War I soldiers and vintage vehicles. Park rangers
present programs on Eisenhower’s World War I experience at Camp Colt, Saturday, 9-5 and included in site admission. For more information call 717-338-9114 or visit www.nps.gov/eise.
JUNE
4	���������������D-Day Anniversary Commemoration. Join a Park Ranger for a talk on Eisenhower and the Men of D-Day. World
War II living historians portray a variety of soldiers and talk informally with visitors at Eisenhower National Historic Site. Included in site admission. For more information call 717-338-9114 or visit www.nps.gov/eise.
11	�������������Exploring Eisenhower Programs. Join a park ranger at Eisenhower National Historic Site for 30 minute walks
or talks offered daily through August 13. Topics include Eisenhower’s military career, the Secret Service’s role in
protecting the president, Eisenhower’s Presidency and the Eisenhower’s’ life in Gettysburg. Programs offered daily
through August 17 are included in Site admission.
11	�������������National Park Ranger Program Expanded Summer Season Begins. Special hikes, walks, and talks offered hourly
through August 14. The full schedule will be posted on www.nps.gov/gett.
16	�������������Hike with Ike. A weekly series of walking tours in downtown Gettysburg explores Eisenhower’s life in the community. Hikes continue on Thursdays through August 11 at 7:15 p.m. Meet the ranger at the Gettysburg College
gates, at the corner of North Washington and Water Streets. Free. Contact the site for more information (717)
338-9114 or visit www.nps.gov/eise.

Volunteers Needed at Devil’s Den on April 2 for Civil War Park Day
The Civil War Trust
and Gettysburg National
Military Park are partnering
to host a one-day volunteer event called Civil War
Park Day on April 2. Park
Day is a nationwide event
sponsored by the Civil War
Trust.   The one-day event
brings Civil War enthusiasts
together in an effort to help

keep our nation’s Civil War
heritage not only preserved,
but pristine.
Volunteers are needed to

cut brush and clear vegetation at Devil’s Den on the
Gettysburg battlefield to
reveal historic terrain. Registration is required and tools
will be provided.
“Our Civil War sites need
the public’s help,” said Ed
W. Clark, Superintendent of
Gettysburg National Military
Park. “Park Day is a great

opportunity for some hearty
volunteers at Gettysburg to
help care for the historic terrain of Devil’s Den.”
To register contact Jo
Sanders by calling 717/
338-4403, or by email at
Jo_Sanders@nps.gov. More
information is available at:
www.civilwar.org/aboutus/
events/park-day/.
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A Gettysburg Connection to...California Navel Oranges??
Contributed by Deb Novotny

The next time you enjoy
In 1902 it
he send some saplings to
a California navel orange
was moved
her for her Riverside farm.
you should think of Gettysto a plot
Under Eliza’s watchful eyes
burg, specifically the Soldiers her saplings thrived under
near the
National Cemetery! This is
intersection
the California sun and she
why!
of Magnolia
gave saplings from her trees’
and Arlingbudding
stock
to
others.
This
In 1873 a 48 year old lady
ton Avenues.
was
the
beginning
of
what
in Riverside, California, Eliza
The second
became
the
Second
California
Tibtree was
Gold
Rush.
One
California
bets, removed to the
citrus
protection
researcher
ceived
Glenwood
said,
“There
are
literally
two
Mission Inn
millions
and
millions
of
trees
navel
in Riverside in May 1903
that
can
trace
their
ancestry
orange
with President
back
to
that
single
tree
Theodore Rootree.”
saplings
from an
Mrs. Tibbets was
Ten foot bronze statue
official
born Eliza Lovell in
of Eliza Tibbets located
Eliza Tibbets
at the historic Mission
in the
Cincinnati, Ohio, on
Inn in Riverside, CA.
U.S. Department of AgriAugust 5, 1825 (or
culture. These saplings had
1823). She married
sevelt using the
had a long journey—by ship, twice and had lived
shovel to replant
train, stagecoach, and buckin New York, Tenit. But it died from
board
nessee, Virginia, and
root rot in 1922.
wagon!
Washington D.C.
That
She moved to RivNavel orange
erside California in
DC
trees usually can
the early 1870s and
official
live 80 to 100
met and married her third
was a
years. The Riverside Mother
friend of husband, Luther Tibbets.
Tree has had much tender
So it was there that
Eliza’s,
William her navel orange trees
were thriving. She and
Saunders,
Luther made a fortune
the
selling the saplings
landfrom Saunders’s trees—
William Saunders
scape
one year they made
architect who designed
$20,000. But they
the new cemetery that was
went bankrupt in the
to receive the remains of
California real estate
the Union dead from their
crash of 1887. They
battlefield graves of Gettysbounced back someburg. Saunders got the sapwhat but never became
Tibbets’ grave marker in Evergreen Memorial
Park Cemetery in Riverside, California
lings from Bahia, Brazil but
wealthy again. Eliza
they would
died in
The Riverside Mother Tree
be known
1898 and
loving care—it is at least
as Washingwas bur145 years old! An iron
ton navel
ied in the
fence surrounds it; smudge
orange trees.
Evergreen
pots keep it warm on the
Some had
Memorare freezing nights; the tree
rial Park in
been sent to
caretakers remove suckers
Riverside.
Florida but
and pick the fruit to lessen
One of her
they died.
the stress which could lead
orange trees to the “mother” sacrificing
Eliza wrote
was given
letters to
herself for her fruit. If you
to the city
Saunders
want to visit the Parent
of Riverside. Navel Orange Tree (which is
asking that

a California Historic Landmark) go to 7115 Magnolia
Avenue (ask Joe Mieczkowski—he’s been there!) A
10 foot bronze statue of Eliza
Tibbets was dedicated on
August 5, 2011. It is located
at the historic Mission Inn
about three miles from the
orange tree.
A daughter and granddaughter tree were started
from the Mother Tree. They
are in a research center in
the San Joaquin Valley. You
can actually get a branch
with buds to graft onto a
root stock for your own
yard (maybe not in
Gettysburg!) for $2.50.
Order online at ccpp.
ucr.edu/budwood/budwood.php.
So there is something
else you can tell visitors
from Southern California! And if you ever
have a farmer (I know,
they never go on vacation), William Saunders
was also one of the
seven co-founders of the
Patrons of Husbandry, better
known as The Grange. Saunders was also given the job
of designing the park system
of Washington, D.C. and
was responsible for planting
80,000 trees in the District.
He is buried in Washington’s
Rock Creek Cemetery.
Now go buy some sweet
delicious California Navel
Oranges!
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Talkin’ Tombstones

Tales of a
A
Civil War
Grave Hunter

Contributed by Bob Gale

fter a short hiatus,
Talkin’ Tombstones
is back and will discuss
some of my favorite graves
found over the years instead of concentrating on
a specific cemetery. Any
questions or comments
concerning this column
can be directed to my
Special Assistant/PR Rep,
LBG Jim Roubal jroubal@
pa.net.
First, let us take a look at the Army of the Potomac’s Intelligence Chief at Gettysburg, George Sharpe (1828-1900).
Sharpe was a natural leader of many talents. He delivered
the salutary address in Latin when he graduated from Rutgers
University. Sharpe
passed the New
York bar exam in
1849 and then
spent some time
travelling around
Europe.
At the outbreak
of the war, Sharpe
had a successful law
Grave of George Henry Sharpe and his wife,
practice in New
Caroline Hone Hasbrouck in Kingston, NY.
York. He started the
war as Captain of Company B of the 20th New York known
as the “Ulster Guard.” This unit was mustered out shortly after
First Bull Run. During the summer of 1862, Sharpe raised men
to form the 120th New York with his own money and family
influence.
In February 1863, Sharpe was called to serve as the Intelligence Chief for the Army of the Potomac and selected to
put together an organization to gather information on the
enemy. The new organization was initially called the Secret
Service Department but was eventually changed to the Bureau of Military Information (BMI). The BMI was made up of
both soldiers and civilians and was created for the purpose of
the collection and dissemination of intelligence. Sharpe used
information compiled by his assistant, John Babcock to present a clear and remarkably accurate picture to General George
Meade concerning General Robert E. Lee’s forces around
Gettysburg. Sharpe survived the war and war promoted brevet
Brigadier General of Volunteers in 1864 and brevet Major
General in 1865. Sharpe was honorably mustered out of the
service on June 3, 1865. After the war, Sharpe spent time as a
U. S. Customs Agent and U. S. Marshall before passing away
on January 13, 1900. His grave in Wiltwyck Cemetery, Kingston, New York.

Let us now head up the Green
Mountain state to the small town of
Danville, Vermont to take a look at
Colonel Addison W. Preston (18301864). Preston attended Brown University and spent time after leaving
college wandering around Australia
and California.
Before the war, he was engaged in
farming in Vermont. He began the
war as Captain of Company D, 1st
Vermont Cavalry on October 15th,
1861. Preston was promoted to Lt.
Colonel on September 16, 1862. He
suffered a gunshot wound in the right Preston’s grave in Green
arm at Ashby’s Gap, Virginia on
Cemetery, Danville, Vermont.
September 22, 1862.
From February 27th, 1864 through April 17th, 1864, he
commanded the 2nd Brigade, 3rd Division, of the Calvary
Corps of the Potomac. On June 3rd, 1864, at the Battle of
Haw’s Shop, Preston got off his horse and crawled forward
to where his most advanced skirmishers were located. After
making his observations, he rose up and was immediately shot
through the left side of the chest near the heart. Union troops
recovered his body and carried Preston back to a small stream
where he passed away.
General George Custer saw Preston’s body being carried
and commented, “There lies the best fighting Colonel in the
Cavalry Corps.” The Colonel’s body was returned to Danville
for services. On his casket lay the sabre and pistols he had captured in hand to hand fighting
Grave marker of Maritn W.B. Elwith the Confederates.
legood at St. Paul’s Episcopal Chruch
in Gerogetown, DE.
Now we move on to
Georgetown, Delaware, which
is the hometown of Captain
Martin W. B. Ellegood (18401863). Ellegood was born in
Delaware in 1840, the only
son of six children.
As a youngster, he moved
with his family to Philadelphia. As a young adult he
spent time working for a
lawyer and worked as a clerk
at 4th and Market Streets.
While visiting his hometown in the spring of 1861,
he joined the 1st Delaware
Infantry. After he joined the
service, his mother passed
away in Philadelphia. “Mart”,
See TALKIN’ TOMBSTONES continued on the next page

March 2016

7

Every Silver Lining has a cloud...
Contributed by Phil Lechak

By the time you read
this edition of the ALBG
Dispatch, in mid-March,
Winter Schedule will be
over. Winter Schedule, for
Licensed battlefield Guides,
is December, January, and
February. During the other
nine months of the year,
guides are free to come in to
give a tour as they want to
be available, with our respective LBG categories. However the Winter months have
so few visitors, a volunteer
system is enacted. LBGs who
are interested can “sign up”
for Winter Schedule and are
randomly assigned into teams
of 3 LBG.
This past season saw
eleven groups of 3 LBG
each, meaning you are
assigned two week days a
month as your duty day and
are available to be ‘on call’
the day before your duty day
as overflow needs warrant.
I was teamed up with LBG
Paul Marhevka and LBG
Don Walters and we were
assigned within our day as
LBG-1, LBG-2, or LBG-3
that day to determine order
of tour assignment.
You may recall the
SNOWMAGEDON event
in lower Southern PA during
the January 22-23 timeframe.
Many of you are aware that
I am a USPS retiree and was
very surprised that Delivery
was curtailed on Saturday
January 23 throughout most
of the Lower Central and
Southern PA. We had 28”
in Gettysburg and there was
even more in surrounding
areas. In fact the Gettysburg
National Military Park was
closed on both Saturday and
Sunday – January 23 and 24.
So, on Sunday evening,
I called our Park weather
number and heard that the
Park was on a two hour

delay for Monday. Just to be
sure I called again on Monday morning at 7:30 AM and
heard the same 2 hour delay
message. Therefore I got
cleaned up, had a morning
cup of coffee, and headed for
the Visitor Center.
I arrived at 8:45 AM or
so and saw I was 1 of only 3
or 4 cars in the parking lot. I
figured I was the among the
first in. So I enter the building, go to our guideroom behind the ticket counter, sort
some correspondence that
had been left on the counter
in front of our mailboxes,
and then sit down and read a
magazine.
Around 9:05 AM a
Protection Ranger (NPS
‘Police’) comes in and asks
“Didn’t I know that the Park
was shut down for day?” Apparently I set off the building
silent alarm. I explained my
calls to the weather line and
he chuckled and admitted
that the decision to close
the Park was made at 8:00
AM and not as early as 7:00
AM, which is the usual case.
He said he would write up
the incident as some kind of

“Unauthorized Civilian Access”. So I turned the lights
off and left the building.
I called LBG Paul Marhevka on my walk to my car.
Paul lives out of town and I
knew he had a commute to
come in. When he answered
the phone, I asked if “he
knew the park was closed?”
He repeated to me his version of the phone calls to
the weather line and he was
already on his way driving
in. He thanked me and said
he would turn around and
go home. I then called LBG
Don Walters, Don’s wife
works in town and she had
just called him telling him to
stay home. I commiserated
with Don concerning my
“Alarming Experience” and
Paul’s ride to town.
Somehow NPS personnel
were notified of the closure
as were Foundation employees, but not the three “On
Duty” guides.
However I can personally
attest to the undisputable
fact that the Visitor Center
alarm is in good working
order!

HGAC NEEDS
YOU IN 2016!
istoric Gettysburg
H
Adams County
(HGAC) needs you! This

organization cares for
the Grand Army of the
Republic Building, seeks
grants to help preserve
historic barns in our
County, rewards individuals who restore their historic homes, and provides
educational programs free
to the public.
The ALBG rents the
GAR building for our
meetings and the HGAC
Board gives us a 67%
discount to do this. The
operating costs for the
building are about $800
and they are losing their
office tenant soon. If you
know anyone that needs
office space or would like
to rent the hall contact
Laurie Harding.
Please consider joining
HGAC for $25.00 a year!
Send check made out to
HGAC P.O. Box 4611,
Gettysburg, PA 17325.

Don’t forget to like
ALBG on Facebook!

TALKIN’ TOMBSTONES continued
as he was called by family members, wrote home on a regular basis on a number of topics including the good old days, the loss of his mother, and the horrors of war.
During the fighting at Gettysburg on July 2nd at the Bliss Farm, Ellegood was mortally
wounded, passing away on July 6th at one of the many field hospitals which dotted the Gettysburg landscape.
Ellegood’s body was returned to Georgetown where he was buried at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. On his stone it states, “One of
the number who gave his life that his country might live.”
Let’s stay in Delaware near Seaford, the home of Lieutenant
William Fisher (1843-1863), of company G, 10th United States
Regulars. Fisher was born at the Coverdale Farm, one of eight
siblings. He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in August
1861. Fisher saw action at the Seven Days, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and finally at Gettysburg.
During the action in the Wheatfield on July 2nd, Fisher was
Gravestone of Lt. William Fisher.

See TALKIN’ TOMBSTONES continued on the next page 8
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TALKIN’ TOMBSTONES continued from page 7
shot in the right breast and lived but a short time. He was
carried off the field by Sergeant Terrance McCabe, Lieutenant
Robert Welles and Lieutenant George Hamilton. First buried
in a temporary grave east of Little Round Top, his grave was
identified by a marker made by Private John Buchan, a member of his company. In a letter to Fisher’s father, Sergeant McCabe wrote, “In all these general engagements he behaved with
a coolness, intrepidity, and personal bravery almost unequalled
during my long time of service. While in the army he was always of a sedate, contemplative character and never did I hear
a profane word from his lips.”
Ten days after the battle, Fisher’s parents had yet to learn of
their son’s death. Fisher’s father, Isaac, travelled to Gettysburg
to determine the fate of his son. Isaac stopped in Wilmington,
Delaware and learned William’s fate from another officer who
was convalescing from a Gettysburg wound. Isaac wrote his
wife Sarah, “Our worst fears are realized, and I know William
is no more.” Isaac added, “My heart sinks as I contemplate this
sad information. We have made the most costly sacrifice that
we could possibly offer our country. How my heart bleeds as I
call up past reminiscences of our poor boy.”
Isaac continued on to Gettysburg and located his son’s grave
near the Weikert farmhouse. He made arrangements with the
Adams Express Company to ship William’s body home for
burial. To ensure proper identification, a handwritten label attached to the coffin read, “Body of 1st Lieutenant W. J. Fisher,
killed at the Battle of Gettysburg, July 2nd, 1863.” Today the
Fisher cemetery is located in the middle of a farmer’s field.
On our final stop, let’s head over to Owings Mills, Maryland
and the grave of Major Eugene Blackford (1839-1908) of the
5th Alabama Infantry. Blackford was a Virginian by birth. The
youngest of five brothers who all served in the Confederate
Army and all survived the war. Blackford moved to Alabama
before the war and began his military service on May 15, 1861,
as Captain of Company K, 5th Alabama Infantry. He was promoted to Major on July 17, 1862.
By the Battle of Gettysburg,
Blackford was in charge of a select
battalion of marksmen from the
ranks of the 5th Alabama. Blackford’s men did good work at the
Battle of Gettysburg on July 1st
against both Devin’s cavalry and the
11th Corps. Blackford spent most of
the rest of the battle in town fighting as sharpshooters in homes. After
Grave marker of Major
Gettysburg, he was relieved from his
Eugene Blackford.
command because of poor conduct during the Battle of Cedar Creek on October 19, 1864.
Blackford was reinstated by President Jefferson Davis, who was
lobbied by Blackford’s peers, subordinates, and superiors. At the
end of the war, Blackford’s name does not appear on the Appomattox parole roster for either the regiment or the brigade.
After the war, Blackford settled in the Pikesville, Maryland
area working as a farmer and teacher before dying on February
4, 1908. His grave located at St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
Owings Mills, Maryland.

Battlefield Dispatch

Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides Present

WALKS THROUGH HISTORY
Every Tuesday evening beginning at 5:30 PM throughout the summer
Qs/Cost/Details...contact LBG Phil Lechak: lbg14ct@hotmail.com
JUNE
7	���������� Union Counter Attack in the Wheatfield
with Richard Rigney. “We will meet at the tablet
to General Caldwell’s Division on Hancock Ave,
just south of the Pennsylvania Monument.”
14	�������� Willard’s Brigade at Gettysburg – “From Cheers
to Jeers” with Jerry Hahn. “We will meet near the
Day Two 1st MN Monument on Hancock Avenue.”
21	�������� “The Most Desperate Fighting I Ever Saw” – The
16th Michigan Volunteers with Stu Dempsey. “We
will meet in the gravel parking lot on the north
slope of Little Round Top at the intersection of
Wheatfield Road, Sykes and Sedgwick Avenues.”
28	�������� “Hold At All Hazards” – Captain John Bigelow
and the 9th Massachusetts Battery with John Archer. “We will meet on the Wheatfield Road at the
Peach Orchard pulloff.”
JULY
5	���������� The National Cemetery/Lincoln at Gettysburg
with Fred Hawthorne. “We will meet in the Cemetery parking lot, Taneytown Road.”
12	�������� Ramseur’s July 1st Attack – “Boys, do you see
that stone wall over yonder?” with Britt Isenberg.
“We will meet at the Ramseur Brigade marker on
Oak Hill.”
19	�������� “Every discharge made sad havoc in our line!” –
Scales’ Brigade at Gettysburg with Chris Army.
“We will meet at the West End Guide Station.”
26	�������� Law’s Brigade at Gettysburg – “The Most Destructive Fire I Have Ever Saw” with Phil Muskett.
“We will meet at the Alabama State Monument.”
AUGUST
2	���������� Confederate State Monuments: Remembering
Their Fallen with Chuck Burkell. “We will meet
at the North Carolina State Monument.”
9	���������� The July 3 Union Counterattack on Culp’s Hill
with Larry Korczyk. “We will meet at the 4th Ohio
Infantry Monument on East Cemetery Hill.”
16	�������� Greene’s Brigade at Gettysburg – “Defense of the
Right” with Gary Vezza. “We will meet at the
tower on Culp’s Hill.”
23	�������� Cutler’s Brigade at Gettysburg – “First on the
Field” with Dean Harry. “We will meet in the
Lutheran Theological Seminary parking lot.”
30	�������� The 17th Maine in the Wheatfield with Bill
Trelease. “We will meet on Ayres Avenue in front
of the 11th PA Reserve Monument.”

