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PRESIDENT’S
THE

news from • for • and about your association
Contributed by LBG Phil 
Muskett, ALBG President

Spring and bus 
fumes are in the 

air. The busy season 
is arriving, and we are all 
ramping up for the 2024 
guiding season. 

In the month of Febru-
ary, we completed 59 Tours 
for the Heritage Center, we 
completed 139 tours out of 
the Visitor Center, and we 
had 96 requests for tours 
called into the Guide office. 
That is almost 200 tours in 
the month of February. The 
Heritage Center refers their 
turn aways to the Founda-
tion. The Foundation re-
ported 39 turn aways in the 
month of February. There 
are tours available at the 
VC. If you have not been 
in lately, swing by, odds are 
increasing to pick up random 
tours. 

The Big News!!!
 December 7, 2024, is the 

day for the Licensed Battle-
field Guide Exam. Here is 
the link to the announce-
ment. https://www.nps.gov/
gett/getinvolved/licensed-
battlefield-guides.htm More 
information to follow in the 
next weeks and months for 
the actual link to sign up. 
Angie Atkinson is actively 
working on that currently. 
Guides, block that date as 
we will be needed to proctor 
the exam. 

Kris Heister has been ap-
pointed Superintendent of 
Gettysburg National Military 
Park. She has been here as 
the Assistant Superinten-
dent; we welcome her on 
board in her new role. 

We had our first General 
Meeting of 2024 on March 
15th, at the Gettysburg Heri-
tage Center. We had over 
25 present at the meeting. 
Of the 25 we had 18 ALBG 
members and 6 Associate 
members. Joe Mieczkowski 
gave a great Continuing 
Education presentation 
on “Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis’s Cabinet.” 
The next General Meet-
ing will be June 21st at the 
Gettysburg Heritage Center 
when Rob Abbott will be 
discussing “The Hard Stuff: 
What Makes Generals Truly 
Great.” 

We have a new copier for 
the Guide office. This is free 
to use for ALBG members 
doing ALBG work. Such as 
presentations or battle walks. 

At the end of this year, 
we will have six seats up for 
election on the Executive 
Council. Please consider 
running for an office or a 
seat on the counsel. Let your 
Executive Council Point 
of Contact know if you are 
interested. 

We are looking at ways 
to create new advertising 
for us. If you have ideas, 
please share them with Jessie 

Wheedleton or me. We are 
looking at going into The 
Gettysburg Experience that 
is given out free here in 
town. We are looking into a 
quarter page ad at this time. 
This will cost some money 
out of the advertising budget. 
We were told we can adver-
tise for Free events on their 
calendar and plan to begin 
using that tool to get the 
word out. 

Tessitura updates are 
continuing. Work is continu-
ing on improving Tessitura 
to send us emails when tours 
are removed and added to 
our schedules. 

The Guide manual is still 
in review at the solicitor’s of-
fice in Washington. Angie is 
compiling all the comments 
by topic and will address 
each one at a future date. 
There were a lot of com-
ments submitted. 

SAVE THE DATES: 

April 12, 2024, Visiting 
Scholar’s Banquet at the 
Dobbin House. Cooper 
Wingert will be talking 
about the “Confederate 
Approaches to Harrisburg 
During the Gettysburg 
Campaign.” Register on our 
website.

June 21, 2024, General 
Meeting at Gettysburg Heri-
tage Center, 5:30.

see PRES REPORT cont. on pg. 2
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The items take to Wert 
Bookbinders in Grantville, 
PA for binding have re-
turned and are available 
for members at the ALBG 
Library. These and thousands 
of other books and archival 
materials are available to all 
Licensed members 24/7 at 
the ALBG Library located at 
241 Steinwehr Ave. in the 
Diorama building.

  This delivery and pick 
up service, along with a 
group discount for members 
wishing to have items bound, 
is one of the membership 
benefits. Items are usually 

taken to Wert Bookbinders 
once per year.

  The Library is continu-
ally soliciting recommenda-
tions for library acquisitions 
from members. Thanks to 
the library budget, items are 
continually being added to 
our research/and lending col-
lection.

  The Annual ALBG 
Book Sale will take place 
May 10 - May 19. Associate 
members will be welcome 
to attend Saturday May 11 
and May 18 from 9am until 
noon.  

FROM THE Library 
Contributed by LBG Mike Strong, Librarian

PRES REPORT cont. from page 1

WE WANT YOU...
Calling all ALBG members –

both Licensed and Associate. 

We want your book reviews and articles of 
interest for the Dispatch. Have a favorite soldier 
or regiment? Visit a cemetery or battlefield? Read 
a good – or not so good – book? Share your 
interests or experiences with our members. Send 
your input to Therese Orr, orr1978@gmail.com, 
for inclusion in future issues of the Dispatch.  

July 19, 2024, Annual 
Picnic. More information is 
coming soon. 

September 27-29, 2024, 
Fall Seminar. More informa-
tion and registration on our 
website.

See you on the field.  

The thirty-one men from 
Company K of the Fourth 
Alabama Volunteer Infantry, 
known as the Larkinsville 
Guards began their military 
careers on April 27, 1861. 
The company was organized 
at Larkinsville by Captain 
Lewis E. Lindsay.1 The men 
will spend the night of July 
1, 1863, near New Guilford 
Pennsylvania, twenty-five 
miles west of Gettysburg 
Pennsylvania. The next day, 
July 2 will be an eventful 
one for the men of Jackson 
County. By the end of July 
2, the men will have com-
pleted a “rapid and fatiguing 
march”2 of twenty-four miles, 
made the three-mile march 
into position along Warfield 
Ridge, and then assaulted 
the Union held, rocky slopes 
of Little Round Top.

Capt. Lewis E. Lindsay

Confederate General 
Evander Law’s Alabama 
brigade, to which the Fourth 
Alabama and company K 
belonged, is posted along the 
South Mountain range, near 
New Guilford Pennsylvania 
on July 1, 1863. Their pur-
pose was to picket the flank 
of the Confederate Army.3 
Near two o’clock on the 
morning of July 2, 1863, the 

men of the Fourth Alabama 
began the long march to 
Gettysburg, in the rear of the 
marching column.4 Lieu-
tenant Colonel Lawrence 
Houston Scruggs stated in 
this official report, “On the 
morning of the 2nd, we took 
up the line of march from 
New Guilford in the direc-
tion of Gettysburg.”5 The 
morning was already humid 
and as the sun rose further 
into the sky, the hotter it 
got, canteens would run dry. 
Marching through Cash-
town, Pennsylvania and into 
the Gettysburg valley, the 
men began to see the effects 
of the battle. The men will 
pass makeshift hospitals, with 
wounded soldiers lying near 
and captured Union prison-
ers were seen, all results of 
the fighting on the first day 

of the battle. The 
brigade arrived about 
a mile west of Gettys-
burg on Herr Ridge, 
where the rest of 
Hood’s division rested 
along the Chambers-
burg Road.6 

After a short rest, 
Lieutenant Gen-
eral James Longstreet 
would begin to move 
his two infantry 
divisions under Major 
Generals John B. 
Hood and Lafayette 
McLaws, south to-

wards the assigned positions 
for the attack. It was already 
eleven-thirty in the morning 
as the units began to move. 
The men of Company K, 
led by Second Lieutenant 
William S. Harwell a farmer 
by trade, made that famous 
countermarch as they moved 
into position along Warfield 
Ridge, south of Gettysburg. 
“We found the Texans and 

2024 ALBG Academy

LBG Fred Hawthorne 
has reported that all of 
our classes are sold out for 
the 2024 Guide Academy. 
Thanks to all who have 
registered, and to all of the 
LBGs who are presenting 
the classes.  

The Larkinsville Guards 
at Gettysburg   Contributed by LBG Phil Muskett

see GUARDS cont. on pg. 3
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Third Arkansas occupying 
the right of the division. 
We moved beyond them 
and took a position on their 
right. The Forty-Eighth 
Alabama was the right 
regiment of the brigade, the 
Fourth Alabama the left of 
the brigade, touching el-
bows with the Fifth Texas.7 
Skirmishers from the brigade 
were deployed to the front 
of the brigade, and almost 
immediately became targets 
for the Second United States 
Sharpshooters. 

The Fourth Alabama, 
company K near the center 
of the regimental line, was 
not in position long before 
the order came to advance. 
Reilly’s North Carolina artil-
lery battery will temporarily 
pause from their work when 
the Fourth Alabama passes 
through the battery.8 Upon 
Little Round Top, Amos 
Judson, of the Eighty-Third 
Pennsylvania, wrote “…
scarcely had the troops been 
put in line, when a loud, 
fierce, distant yell was heard, 
as if all pandemonium had 
broken loose and joined in 
the chorus of one grand, 
universal war whoop.”9 
As the men from Jackson 
County moved down the 
hill, they began to receive 
fire from the Second United 
States Sharpshooters, under 
the command of Colonel 
Homer R. Stoughton. These 
men were some of the best 
shots in the Union Army 
and as Law’s men advanced 
the Union sharpshooters 
began their bloody work. 
A stonewall bordered the 
Slyder farm lane, and the 
Union sharpshooters used it 
to their advantage. A New 
York battery of artillery upon 
Devils Den will also be firing 
into the Fourth Alabama 
as they advance. As the 
Fourth Alabama got closer 
to the stonewall, Stoughton’s 
sharpshooters would fall back 

towards Big Round Top and 
Houck’s Ridge, allowing 
the unit a slight break. It 
is at that moment Lt. Col. 
Scruggs will collapse from 
heat exhaustion and com-
mand of the Fourth Alabama 
will fall to Major Thomas K. 
Coleman.  

As the regiment ad-
vanced, they moved at the 
double-quick, 165 steps per 
minute, across a plowed 
field.10 The further into the 
valley they advance, the 
larger the boulders become, 
some the size of a house. 
Splashing across Plum Run 
the Fourth Alabama will 
begin climbing the wooded 
western slope of Big Round 
Top.

Little Round Top western slope

In front of the Fourth Ala-
bama on the southern slopes 
of Little Round Top, a small 
brigade of Union troops, led 
by Colonel Strong Vin-
cent will be deployed. That 
brigade will be facing south, 
the Twentieth Maine, under 
Colonel Joshua Chamberlain 
will be the eastern most regi-
ment. To the right of them, 
will be the Eighty-Third 
Pennsylvania, men from 
Erie, Pennsylvania. To their 
right is the Forty-Fourth 

New York, and on the open 
western slopes of Little 
Round Top, the Sixteenth 
Michigan.  

The Fourth Alabama will 
exit the woods on the west-
ern slope of Big Round Top 
and straight into the blazing 
hot fire of the Eighty-Third 
Pennsylvania.11 Amos Judson 
will write “In an instant a 
sheet of smoke and flame 
burst from our whole line, 
which made the enemy 
reel and stagger and fall 
back in confusion.”12 Major 
Coleman lead the Fourth 
Alabama into this torrent of 
fire. Many men of the front 
rank will go down, killed or 
wounded. This may be where 
Second Lieutenant William 

Harwell will fall. Under the 
intense fire, Major Coleman 
found it difficult to hold the 
Fourth Alabama in posi-
tion.13 The Fourth Regiment 
and the two Texas regiments 
to their left, fell back to 
regroup. This will be the first 
of three attempts to take the 
hill by the Fourth Alabama. 

Major Coleman will 
rally the men, who with 
the newfound courage, they 
will scramble up the lower 

mountain slopes a second 
time. Using the terrain to 
the best of their advantage, 
the Alabamians sought cover 
behind rocks while loading, 
then moved to the next one 
higher up the hill. The men 
not only have to worry about 
rifle fire, but splinter tree 
branches, chips and pieces 
of rocks hitting them as they 
advanced. The long march 
and fighting over the rough 
terrain, was beginning to 
take its effect on the men 
from Jackson County. The 
Fourth Alabama will fall 
back again to regroup. 

As the survivors retreated 
into the woods, many of the 
Alabamians collapsed from 
exhaustion. Major Cole-

man will rally 
the survivors and 
attempt one more 
time to break the 
Union line. This 
time, Lt. Colonel 
Bulger’s Forty-
Seventh Alabama 
will accompany 
the Fourth on 
the final charge. 
This assault was 
the easiest for the 
Union troops to 
repulse. The men 
at this time are 
almost completely 
used up. The 
Fourth will fall 
back, and the 
men will open 
fire from behind 
rocks and trees 

on the western slope of Big 
Round Top.14 Lieutenant 
Colonel Scruggs will write 
in the Official Report of the 
Fourth Alabama, “Owing to 
the exhausted condition of 
the men and the roughness 
of the mountain side, we 
found it impossible to carry 
this position.”15 The Fourth 
Alabama’s fight on July 2, 
will end as darkness falls.  

Many of the dead and 

GUARDS cont. from page 2

see GUARDS cont. on pg. 4
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wounded from the Fourth 
Alabama lay between the 
lines on the night of July 2, 
1863. Company K will have 
four men killed or mor-
tally wounded at Gettysburg. 
Second Lieutenant William 
Harwell will be killed in the 
assault on Little Round Top, 
it is unclear where he was hit 
in the battle. Private John 
S. Sublett will be killed as 
well that afternoon. Private 
George Booker Whitfield 
was mortally wounded on 
July 2. He will be taken 
to the Edward Plank Farm 
where he will die. He will 
be buried behind the barn, 
under a large locust tree. His 
grave will still be marked in 
1866 but mismarked as being 
in the Eighth Georgia. On 
August 3, 1872, his remains 
along with ninety-eight 
others from the Plank Farm 
will be shipped to Richmond 
Virginia for burial in Hol-
lywood Cemetery. Private 
Samuel H. Manning will be 
shot in the right portion of 
his chest and right arm. He 
will linger until July 22. He 
will be mismarked too, as F. 
G. Manning and buried at 
the Francis Bream farm, in 
a field, near the Adam Butt 
farm woods, near the run or 
road. Manning’s remains will 

also be moved to Hollywood 
Cemetery in Richmond 
Virginia.16 

The wounded will include 
First Sergeant Elijah Hall, 
who will be taken with the 
Confederate army as they 
leave Pennsylvania. He will 
survive his wound received 
at Gettysburg and return 
to the company. Wounded 
again outside Knoxville Ten-
nessee, he will be captured. 
Sent to Camp Chase Ohio, 
there he will die of hepatitis 
on January 5, 1865. He is 
buried in the camp cemetery. 
Private William Burks will 
be wounded and sent to 
De Camp Hospital in New 
York Harbor. He will be 
paroled and present with the 
company at Appomattox. 
Private John D Jones will 
be captured and sent to the 
same hospital in New York 
Harbor as Burks, where his 
arm will be resected. He will 
be paroled and retired from 
the company.17  

Those captured will be 
Privates Ephraim Burrow, 
John H. Stokes, and Robert 
Swafford. Stokes and Swaf-
ford will be sent to Fort 
Delaware. Stokes will die 
there and is buried at Finn’s 
Point New Jersey. Swafford 

will take the oath of al-
legiance May 3, 1865, and 
released. Burrow will be 
captured on the battlefield 
on July 2, possibly on the 
slopes of Little Round Top, 
near the Union lines. He 
will be listed as absent in his 
service record.18 He will be 
exchanged in March of 1864, 
return home and not return 
to the unit.19  

These men from Jackson 
County Alabama served 
in one of the most famous 
regiments of the Confederate 
Army. At Gettysburg they 
will face their toughest chal-
lenge. Awaking before the 
sunrise, marching twenty-five 
miles in heat and humidity, 
then assaulting a hill covered 
with boulders, trees and one 
of the best Union brigades 
in the Union Army. Lt. 
Colonel Scruggs will write 
“…both officers and men 
behaved with much cool-
ness and gallantry, and many 
brave and good soldiers 
fell, a noble sacrifice to the 
countries cause.”20 From 
Manassas, to Gettysburg, to 
the final surrender at Appo-
mattox, company K and the 
Fourth Alabama will serve 
with distinction in all their 
endeavors.  

Little Round Top Action 
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2024 ALBG Battlewalks
June 4 – August 27 are Tuesday evenings. Tours begin at 5:00.

September 8 – October 27 are Sunday afternoons. Tours begin at 2:00.

Please see our website for further information and to register for these tours. Cost is $35 per tour.  
www.gettysburgtourguides.com

Please check our website for descriptions of the tours and the meeting locations for each tour.

June 4	 CAPT George Randolph’s U.S. III Corps Artillery, July 2, 1863	 LBG Mike Rupert

June 11	 “George Meade: The Man, His Work, His Legacy”	 LBG Mary Turk-Meena

June 18	 “Thunder from the West”: 	 LBG Billy Griffiths 
	 McIntosh, Pegram, Wainwright and Their Artillery Men on July 1	

June 25	 “Discovering the Enemy”: Brigadier General John Buford’s Division at Gettysburg	 LBG Britt Isenberg

July 9	 Stannard’s Vermont Brigade: 	 LBG Paul Bailey 
	 “Here are some men who will fight when their turn comes.”	

July 16	 “Gunfight in the Peach Orchard”	 LBG Ralph Siegel

July 23	 The Rest of Barnes Division on July 2: Tilton and Sweitzer	 LBG Rick Shroeder

July 30	 Brooklyn “Red-Legged Devils”	 LBG Bill Trelease

August 6	 CAPT John Bigelow’s 9th Massachusetts Artillery Battery on July 2	 LBG Chuck Burkell

August 13	 Schurz at Gettysburg: Profile and Battle Account of Major General Carl Schurz	 LBG Ralph Siegel

August 20	 McPherson Farm Fight	 LBG Bill Thomas

August 27	 Carroll’s Brigade at East Cemetery Hill	 LBG Chuck Rebesco

September 8	 The Horse at Gettysburg	 LBG Chris Bagley

September 15	“Follow the Lone Star Flag to the Top of the Mountain”: The Texas Brigade	 LBG Larry Korczyk

September 22	Major General Richard Anderson’s Division	 LBG Therese Orr

October 6	 PA Reserves	 LBG Tim Pierce

October 13	 “Old Clubby” Allegheny Johnson’s Division on Culp’s Hill	 LBG Rob Abbott

October 20	 “Never Under Such Perilous Circumstances Did a Command Behave Better”: 	 LBG Britt Isenberg 
	 The Battle of Monterey Pass	 (This tour is not at  
		  Gettysburg)

October 27	 “Wait a little, we will all be going in shortly”: Barksdale’s Brigade	 LBG Phil Muskett

see LRT UPDATE continued on pg. 6

Little Round Top Update
Visit the GNMP website for updates on the Rehabilitation 

work on Little Round Top.

https://www.nps.gov/gett/learn/historyculture/lrt-progress-
photos.htm

Time-lapse videos of the contruction that has been done 
on Little Round Topcan be viewed at:

https://www.nps.gov/gett/learn/historyculture/lrt-rehabilita-
tion-videos.htm

360 degree videos of the Rehabilitation of Little Round 
Top are on the website.
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https://www.nps.gov/gett/learn/historyculture/360s-of-lrt-project.htm

Little Round Top Rehabilitation near the monument to Gouverneur Warren - March 
13, 2024

Trail Access around the 16th Michigan Infantry Monument - 
February 29, 2024

There are some 
wonderful 360 degree 
videos posted on line 
of the rehabilitation of 
Little Round Top. The 
link is above.  

LRT UPDATE continued from page 5
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