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1916 as the official organization to represent 
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members by submitting annual dues of $25. 
Membership includes a subscription to the 
Battlefield Dispatch and covers the fiscal year 
July 1– June 30.
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Legal Notice
The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides® 

(ALBG) website and the written newsletter 
known as the Battlefield Dispatch are the only of-
ficial communication vehicles of The Association 
of Licensed Battlefield Guides.

Any officially sanctioned document, publica-
tion, class material, class schedule, field presenta-
tion schedules and communications—public and 
private—contained in these communication ve-
hicles are copyrighted for the exclusive use of the 
ALBG and its members. Any unauthorized use of 
said materials for any reason without the specific 
written permission of the Executive Council of 
the Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides is 
strictly prohibited.

PRESIDENT’S
THE

“The Civil War defined us as what we are and it opened us to being what we became, good and bad things ... It was the 
crossroads of our being, and it was a Hell of a crossroads.”– Shelby Foote

news from • for • and about your association
Contributed by LBG Phil 

Muskett, ALBG President

Spring is halfway 
over, and the 
heat of summer 

will be here soon. 
Thank you once again for 
making this busy bus season 
a success. There have been 
issues that have arisen al-
most daily, but we, with our 
integrity and professionalism, 
continue to make the tours 
happen and give the visitor 
the best tour anywhere in 
the world. 

Little Round Top will be 
opening soon, and we will 
have to incorporate that 
back into our tours. The 
NPS held a “training” ses-
sion for us to see the parking 
area and the lay of the land 
on LRT on May 28th. The 
morning started off rough, 
but we were able to get up 
to LRT and see the ground 
again. There were close to 
thirty guides on the hill that 
morning. With all the buses 
we get during bus season, it 
is going to be tight getting 
those buses in and out of 
there, without causing major 
traffic tie-ups. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

We have been working 
with Chris Gwinn, Chief of 
Interpretation, here at Get-
tysburg National Military 
Park to get guides involved 
in the Anniversary events 
over the past few months. 
This year the battle anni-

versary events will include a 
Licensed Battlefield Guide. 
Therese Orr will be leading 
a walk on June 30. If you 
can make it out, go out and 
support Therese and show 
the colors. 

On Tuesday, June 4 our 
Summer Tuesday evening 
battle walks kicked-off. This 
is the thirteenth anniversary 
of our Walk-Through His-
tory events. These events are 
free to LBG’s. These events 
are great Continuing Educa-
tion opportunities so please 
attend if you can. 

The evening Soldiers 
National Cemetery walks 
have started up. LBG John 
Fuss started this event thirty-
three years ago. The event is 
tied into the One Hundred 
Nights of Taps put on by the 
Lincoln Fellowship. Walks 
start at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by TAPS ceremony at 7:00 
pm. Look for the sign-up 
emails from Fran Feyock, if 
you are interested in present-
ing a tour of the cemetery. 

The Guide Academy has 
also started. Demand has 
been high, and classes filled 
fast. Many of the classes 
have added a second day to 
meet the demand. 

We have heard some 
rumors about the Guide 
Exam floating around the 
Visitor Center. If you hear 
of anything contrary to what 
Angie Atkinson, LBG Su-
pervisor, stated or the NPS 
website has posted, please 
remind them to go the NPS 
website for updates. The 
date is December 7, 2024. 
The registration link will 
be posted in the next few 
months. 

As we approach the an-
niversary of the battle, let’s 
help make the park look its 
best.

We will be picking up 
trash on the Emmitsburg 
Road on Wednesday, June 
26. Meet at 6:00 P.M. at the 
monument to the 105th PA 

see PRES REPORT cont. on pg. 2

Little Round Top, May 2024
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Thanks to everyone who 
made donations and to those 
who supported the Book 
Sale, the ALBG was able 
to add $565 to the Library 
Fund. Book donations to be 
added to our collection or to 
be offered in the next sale 
are always welcome. 

One of the most recent 
titles now available to 
members is Edward L. Ayers’ 
“In the Presence of Mine 
Enemies: War in the Heart 
of America, 1859-1863”. 
Ayers recently retired from 
the University of Richmond. 
He was previously the Hugh 
P. Kelly Professor of History 
at the University of Virginia 
where he originated the Val-
ley of the Shadow Project, 
a vast digital archive of 
primary-source materials on 
the Civil War, focusing on 
the Shenandoah Valley and 
the Cumberland Valley. 

 	 From John Brown’s 
plotting in Chambersburg 

to the gathering of forces 
at Gettysburg Ayers tells 
the story of the people of 
Franklin County, Pennsyl-
vania, and Augusta County, 
Virginia. 

 	 The volume is part 
of the Valley of the Shadow 
Project that presents in digi-
tal form, thousands of letters, 
diaries, newspapers, census 
entries, photographs, maps, 
and military records of the 
two counties in the Great 
Valley. Readers can visit the 
archive of those sources at 
the Virginia Center for Digi-
tal History at http://valley.
vcdh.virginia.edu. 

 For those wishing for a 
ground-level view of the war, 
Ayers provides on an inti-
mate scale, a story of indi-
viduals and families, civilians 
and soldiers, slaves, free 
blacks and whites, women 
and men. The book is a 
landmark work that I highly 
recommend.   

FROM THE Library 
Contributed by LBG Mike Strong, Librarian

PRES REPORT cont. from page 1

on United States Avenue. 
Protective vests, bags and 
gloves will be provided.

Please join us on Friday, 
July 19, at the Carroll Val-
ley pavilion for our Annual 
Picnic!

If you have a topic you 
would like to present at a 
Winter Lecture, let Chris 
Gwinn know.

CALL FOR ARTICLES

Many of us are working 
on battle walks, lectures, 
books and articles. You may 
have visited a historic site 
with a Gettysburg connec-
tion. With all this research 
going on, please consider 
sharing some in a short arti-
cle for our Dispatch Newslet-
ter. The article doesn’t have 
to be long but share things 

that will help the guide force 
improve our knowledge of 
this battle. 

Gettysburg Magazine edi-
tor Dan Welch is looking for 
articles as well for this maga-
zine. Please consider writing 
an article for the magazine. 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

If you have social media 
skills, please consider help-
ing out with our social media 
outlets. Please let Jessie 
Wheedleton or me know if 
you can help. 

ELECTIONS UPCOMING.

If you’re interested in 
running for an office. Now 
is the time to start thinking 
about it. We will have seats 
up for reelection this  
November.  

2024 Fall Seminar – Return to Little Round Top 
The dates are September 27, 28 & 29. More than half 

of the available tickets have already been sold. The cost this 
year is $235, but members who pay in advance and attend 
will receive a $20 rebate. The 1863 Inn at Gettysburg will 
offer a limited number of rooms at a discount. 

The Dobbin House has been reserved for Friday evening 
dinner. Tim Smith will be the speaker and discuss the history 
of Little Round Top both before and after the battle. 

Chris Gwinn has agreed to provide remarks on the reno-
vated Little Round Top as the opening field program on 
Saturday morning. The balance of the field programs are as 
follows:

•	 Vincent’s Brigade - Therese Orr

•	 Confederate Attack on the South Slope of Little Round 
Top - Phil Muskett

•	 Weed’s Brigade - Mary Turk-Meena

•	 Artillery on Little Round Top - Mike Rupert

•	 Generals & Signalmen - Eric Lindblade

•	 Pennsylvania Reserves Counter-Attack - Tim Pierce

•	 Les Fowler will host a Cigar/Firepit Discussion on Saturday 
evening.

Tickets for the seminar may be purchased at: https://get-
tysburgtourguides.org/albgseminar/

We will need volunteers to be available for logistical 
support. This will involve checking in the participants, hav-
ing a car with cold drinks and snacks on the field, setting up 
lunch and helping with whatever comes up. This is an area 
where Associate Members can also get involved. Please con-
tact Bill Thomas at oldshawnee@gmail.com if you are able to 
assist.  

Guide Academy 2024

The 2024 Guide Academy is underway! As noted 
previously all of the Saturday sessions are full, al-

though cancellations have opened up some spaces for the 
Saturday sessions. Some duplicate Sunday sessions were 
added, so if you are interested, please check our website to 
see if any spaces on Saturday or Sunday are still available. 
www.gettysburgtourguides.org.  

http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu
http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu
https://gettysburgtourguides.org/albgseminar/
https://gettysburgtourguides.org/albgseminar/
mailto:oldshawnee%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.gettysburgtourguides.org
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2024 ALBG Battlewalks
June 4 – August 27 are Tuesday evenings. Tours begin at 5:00.

September 8 – October 27 are Sunday afternoons. Tours begin at 2:00.

Please see our website for further information and to register for these tours. Cost is $35 per tour.  
www.gettysburgtourguides.com

Please check our website for descriptions of the tours and the meeting locations for each tour.

June 4	 CAPT George Randolph’s U.S. III Corps Artillery, July 2, 1863	 LBG Mike Rupert

June 11	 “George Meade: The Man, His Work, His Legacy”	 LBG Mary Turk-Meena

June 18	 “Thunder from the West”: 	 LBG Billy Griffiths 
	 McIntosh, Pegram, Wainwright and Their Artillery Men on July 1	

June 25	 “Discovering the Enemy”: Brigadier General John Buford’s Division at Gettysburg	 LBG Britt Isenberg

July 9	 Stannard’s Vermont Brigade: 	 LBG Paul Bailey 
	 “Here are some men who will fight when their turn comes.”	

July 16	 “Gunfight in the Peach Orchard”	 LBG Ralph Siegel

July 23	 The Rest of Barnes Division on July 2: Tilton and Sweitzer	 LBG Rick Shroeder

July 30	 Brooklyn “Red-Legged Devils”	 LBG Bill Trelease

August 6	 CAPT John Bigelow’s 9th Massachusetts Artillery Battery on July 2	 LBG Chuck Burkell

August 13	 Schurz at Gettysburg: Profile and Battle Account of Major General Carl Schurz	 LBG Ralph Siegel

August 20	 McPherson Farm Fight	 LBG Bill Thomas

August 27	 Carroll’s Brigade at East Cemetery Hill	 LBG Chuck Rebesco

September 8	 The Horse at Gettysburg	 LBG Chris Bagley

September 15	“Follow the Lone Star Flag to the Top of the Mountain”: The Texas Brigade	 LBG Larry Korczyk

September 22	Major General Richard Anderson’s Division	 LBG Therese Orr

October 6	 PA Reserves	 LBG Tim Pierce

October 13	 “Old Clubby” Allegheny Johnson’s Division on Culp’s Hill	 LBG Rob Abbott

October 20	 “Never Under Such Perilous Circumstances Did a Command Behave Better”: 	 LBG Britt Isenberg 
	 The Battle of Monterey Pass	 (This tour is not at  
		  Gettysburg)

October 27	 “Wait a little, we will all be going in shortly”: Barksdale’s Brigade	 LBG Phil Muskett

Who remembers what 
Little Round Top looked 
like before the rehabilitation 
project began in July 2022? 
Do you remember the over-
whelmed parking areas, poor 
accessibility, safety hazards, 
significant erosion, and de-
graded vegetation? This pho-
to album provides a reminder 
of how heavy visitation to 
such a small area can cause 
serious degradation to such 

an important feature of the 
Gettysburg battlefield. The 
goal of the rehabilitation 
project is to allow all visi-
tors, for generations to come, 
an opportunity to learn and 
be inspired by the acts and 
sacrifices of those who fought 
here in July 1863.

Visit the GNMP website 
for updates on the Rehabili-
tation work on Little Round 
Top.

https://www.nps.gov/
gett/learn/historyculture/lrt-
progress-photos.htm  

Editor’s Note: Before and 

after images have been scat-
tered throughout the rest of 
the Dispatch. All images are 
from the NPS website.

Before and After Rehabilitation Throughout Little Round Top

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation

https://www.nps.gov/gett/learn/historyculture/lrt-progress-photos.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gett/learn/historyculture/lrt-progress-photos.htm
https://www.nps.gov/gett/learn/historyculture/lrt-progress-photos.htm
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BEFORE AND AFTER REHABILITATION cont. from page 3

see THE WATCHDOG cont. on pg. 5

Continuing 
Education 

The ALBG will continue 
its practice of providing 
continuing education free 
to all members, including 
Associate Members prior to 
each of the general member-
ship meetings. All sessions 
begin at 5:30 p.m. Here are 
the programs for the balance 
of 2024: 

June 21 - Rob Abbott

“The Hard Stuff: What 
Makes Generals Truly Great” 
at the Gettysburg Heritage 
Center 

Aug. 16 -Jim Fouts

The CCC and POW camps 
that existed at Gettysburg 
at the Gettysburg Heritage 
Center 

Nov. 15 - Dean Schultz

will speak when we meet at 
the George Spangler Farm 

Borough Regulations  
Regarding Guided Tours in 
Gettysburg

In case you find yourself taking your guests on a tour of 
the town, the Borough regulations are summarized below. 
The Borough has requested that, while not required, LBGs 
comply with their maximum group size of 25.

If you want to read the section of Municipal Code, you 
can find it on the Borough’s website, in Part 2 of Chapter 13. 

In summary:
We cannot solicit for tours within the boundaries of the 

Borough without obtaining an annual license to solicit. As 
long as you are not “contracting” for a tour within the Bor-
ough, you don’t need a license to solicit. Even with a license 
to solicit, there are still restrictions. We can still begin tours 
in the Borough.

You should also check out Part 10 regarding the Responsi-
bilities of the License Holder. It states the maximum num-
ber in a walking tour is 26, including the guide, and other 
requirements for conducting walking tours.   

WE WANT YOU …
Calling all 

ALBG members – 
both Licensed and 
Associate. We want 
your book reviews 
and articles of interest 
for the Dispatch. 
Have a favorite 
soldier or regiment? 
Visit a cemetery or 
battlefield? Read 
a good – or not so 
good – book? Share 
your interests or 
experiences with our 
members. Send your 
input to Therese Orr, 
orr1978@gmail.com, 
for inclusion in future 
issues of the Dispatch.

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation

Loaded 
muskets taken 
after the Battle 
of Gettysburg

After Gettysburg in 
July 1863, 27,574 
muskets were picked 

up by the Union from the 
battlefield, according to the 
report of Lt John R. Edie, 
Acting Chief of Ordnance, 
Army of the Potomac. 
This is found in The War 
of the Rebellion: A Compila-
tion of the Official Records of 
the Union and Confederate 
Armies, aka The ORs. It is 
found in Chapter XXXIX 
on The Gettysburg Campaign, 
p. 255. The report is also 
found in the Congressional 
Series of United States Public 
Documents, Volume 2771. 
What is interesting is that of 
those 27,574 musket, most 
of them—the figure 24,000 
is most often used—were 
found loaded and many with 
more than one round. This 
is mentioned in more than a 
few books as a statement of 
fact, but they generally use 
another book as their source. 
Where did this widely 
accepted figure of 24,000 
loaded muskets come from? 
Do we know what the origi-
nal source for this amazing 
statistic might be?

To start with, the statis-
tics on the discarded, loaded 
muskets picked up by the 
Union after Gettysburg 
are usually stated in those 
suspiciously round numbers. 
The fantastical claim that 
one recovered musket had 
23 rounds loaded in it is also 

Reprinted with permission from the Civil War 
News, April 2016. First appeared in Dispatch 
June 2016.

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation

mailto:orr1978@gmail.com
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THE WATCHDOG cont. from page 4

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation

BEFORE AND AFTER REHABILITATION cont. from page 4

just accepted as a matter of 
fact. Try that sometime and 
you will find it would require 
a barrel five or six feet long. 
The most you will find for 
backing of these claims 
is an oblique reference to 
“Records” or “Reports” or if 
the passage is cited, another 
book which references “re-
cords or reports” but again 
provides no original citation. 
Good reason for it, too...I 
know of no official record or 
report that supports 24,000 
as the correct number and as 
a result it seems debatable. 
Paddy Griffith in the excel-
lent Battle Tactics of the Civil 
War p. 86 is dismissive of 
those figures as quite likely 
exaggerated as well.

The earliest mention I 
can locate for these 24,000 
loaded muskets gleaned 
from the fields of Gettysburg 
is a West Point text book 
titled A Course of Instruction 
on Ordnance and Gunnery 
for Cadets of the United States 
Military Academy (1867) by 
Brevet-Colonel JG Benton, 
p. 341, where he mentions 
that: 
“...of 27,574 muskets picket 

up on the battlefield of 
Gettysburg and turned into 
the Washington Arsenal, 
at least 24,000 were loaded. 
About half of this number 
contained two charges each, 
about a fourth contained 
from three to ten charges 
each and the balance one 
charge. The largest number 
of cartridges found in any 
one piece was twenty three. 
In some cases the paper of 
the cartridges was unbroken 
and in others the powder was 
uppermost.” 

As to where the nice 
round, tidy figure of 24,000 
loaded muskets actually came 
from, who knows? It appears 
to be completely anecdotal, 
water cooler talk around 
the Arsenal so to speak and 
Colonel Benton is primar-
ily interested in providing 
these figures to the cadets in 
his class to make a broader 
point about the dangers of 
overloading the barrel of a 
musket (it may burst). The 
passage is contained in the 
textbook as a sub-chapter on 
the Durability and Strength of 
the Musket Barrel. Colonel 
Benton does not provide any 

source for the loaded musket 
figures from the Arsenal. If 
there is an official report or 
record from the Washington 
Arsenal that addresses where 
these figures came from or 
broke it down further, it is 

not cited. The soldiers on 
fatigue duty loading the 
muskets from the battlefield 
would not have attempted 
to check to see if they were 
loaded or keep any such 
records on the numbers. It 
would be within the area of 
responsibility of the armorers 
at the Washington Arsenal 
to receive these arms as they 

were returned from the bat-
tlefield, inspect them, clean 
them which would include 
any necessary unloading of 
loaded barrels and perform 
any necessary repairs to re-
turn them to active service. 

However, it’s probably a 
dead-end beyond that. These 
are the figures provided by 
Colonel Benton and stated 
as a matter of fact from his 
textbook for Cadets from 
his course at West Point in 
1867, but if you want pri-
mary source backing beyond 
this level it probably doesn’t 
exist. 

Washington Arsenal during the US Civil War-era (pre-explosion June 1864). im-
age courtesy library of congress (public domain).

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation

Annual Picnic   Friday, July 19 
at the Carroll Valley Pavilion
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National Park Service 2024 Battle Walk Programs
These 2-hour intensive programs examine unique portions of the battlefield, cover significant distances, and cross rough/

uneven terrain. It is strongly recommended that visitors bring plenty of water, appropriate seasonal clothing, and sturdy hik-
ing shoes. Please park vehicles with all four wheels on the pavement.

All Ranger Programs are listed at https://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/interpretation.htm.

In addition to the below programs, a schedule of the 161st anniversary programs are listed at https://www.nps.gov/gett/
planyourvisit/battle-anniversary.htm

Weather modifications:

•	 In the event of a thunderstorm or tornado warnings, or a heat index in excess of 105 degrees, all programs will be can-
celed.  

•	 In the event of a heat index in excess of 91 degrees, programs will be shortened and modified. 

Programs begin at 10 am. Programs begin at various locations around the battlefield.

Schedule subject to change without notice.

Date Program Start End Ranger

Sat. June 8 Fog and Friction of War on July 2 Observation Tower, West 
Confederate Avenue

Soldiers & Sailors 
Monument, 
South 
Confederate Ave.

T. Harman

Sun. June 9 Pickett’s Charge Virginia Memorial, Auto 
Stop 5

High Water 
Mark, Auto Stop 
15

T. Holbrook

Fri. June 14 “The Grandest Charge of the War”: 
Barksdale’s Brigade

Peach Orchard, Auto 
Stop 10 

Plum Run, Auto 
Stop 11

M. Atkinson

Sat. June 15 George Sears Greene’s Defense of 
Culp’s Hill on July 2

Culp’s Hill Tower 137th New York 
Monument, 
Slocum Avenue 

D. Welch

Sun. June 16 McGilvery’s Artillery Holds the Line, 
July 3, 1863

Intersection of U.S. 
Avenue and South 
Hancock Avenue

Pennsylvania 
Memorial, Auto 
Stop 12

K. Smith

Fri. June 21 “Give ‘em the cold steel!” Lewis 
Armistead and Pickett’s Charge

Virginia Memorial, Auto 
Stop 5

High Water 
Mark, Auto Stop 
15

M. Atkinson

Sat. June 22 Opening Clash: July 1 McPherson’s Ridge, Auto 
Stop 1

West End Guide 
Station

T. Holbrook

Sun. June 23 The Attack and Defense of East 
Cemetery Hill on July 2

Baltimore Street entrance, 
National Cemetery

East Cemetery 
Hill, Auto Stop 
14

D. Welch

Fri. June 28 Robert Rodes’ Division Advances on 
West Cemetery Hill July 2

West Confederate 
Avenue, across from the 
Armory building

Gettysburg Rec 
Park parking area

T. Harman

Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation Before Rehabilitation After Rehabilitation
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