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“War means fighting. The business of the soldier is to fight. ...

victory is the secret of successful war.”

— Stonewall Jackson

To mowve swiftly, strike vigorously, and secure all the fruits of

mc Sch NT'S @ NEWS FROM o FOR ¢ AND ABOUT YOUR ASSOCIATION

Contributed by LBG Phil
Muskett, ALBG President

LITTLEROUND TOP IS
OPEN!!! The famous
hill reopened on
June 24, 2024, after
an almost two-year closure
for rehabilitation. A ribbon
cutting ceremony was held
that was invitation only.
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Licensed Battlefield Guides
were included in the invitee
list. Kristina Hiester, Su-
perintendent of Gettysburg
National Military Park, Dave
Malgee, Interim President of
Gettysburg Foundation and
David Duncan, President

of the American Battlefield
Trust gave speeches at the
ceremony.

LICENSED BATTLEFIELD GUIDES
RETURNED TO THE BATTLE
ANNIVERSARY SCHEDULE
PRESENTED BY THE NATIONAL
MILITARY PARK this year. We
thank Kristina Heister and
Chris Gwinn, Chief Inter-
pretive Ranger at GNMP,

for making this happen this
year and look forward to
working together for next
year’s events. This is a quote
from Chris’s email “It was a
pleasure and an honor to be
able to have the Licensed
Battlefield Guides participate
in our programming and look
forward to further collabora-
tion.”

If you have a topic for a
Winter Lecture, let Chris
Gwinn know.

ON JUNE 20, 2024, MY WIFE
AND | SWUNG BY GARY
CASTEEL’S GALLERY, located
on Baltimore Street. Gary
has some amazing stuff going
on in the back room. He
has made a gracious offer
to show his appreciation to
the Guides for what we do
to honor and remember the
men who fought and died
here at Gettysburg. More
coming on that offer in the
next few months.

THE GUIDE MANUAL is in the
final stages, and we should
be seeing a product in a few
weeks.

THE PRICING SURVEY FOR OUR
NEXT PAY RAISE IS STILL IN THE
WORKS. Currently Future
Partners, who are conducting
the survey, have 230 out of
400 responses. July 31, 2024
is the hard deadline for the
closing of the survey. This
will be for our next raise,

January 2026.

THE FALL SEMINAR IS SCHED-
ULED FOR SEPTEMBER 27, 28

AND 29, 2024. “Return to
Little Round Top” will have
walks covering all the key
areas of fighting on the hill.
Dinner will be on Friday at
the Dobbin House on the
evening of September 27. As
of July 18, there are three
seats available.

OUR EVENING WALKS are still
going on, and our Sunday
afternoon walks are avail-
able into the end of October.
We are having some good
turnouts for these, even

with the heat we have been
having lately. Check out

the Association of Licensed
Battlefield Guides website for
more information.

THE AUGUST 16, 2024, MEET-
ING WILL BE HELD AT THE GET-
TYSBURG HERITAGE CENTER,
BEGINNING AT 5 PM. Jim
Fouts will give the talk on
the CCC and POW camps
that were located at Gettys-
burg. Following that, we will
have a General Meeting. We
will begin taking and making
requests for the 2025 budget.
If you have ideas or thoughts
on this, please stick around
after Jim’s topic and share
your ideas for next year. If
you are interested, it is time
to start seriously consider-
ing running for office of the

ALBG.

OUR LAST GENERAL MEETING
WILL BE HELD ON NOVEMBER
15, 2024, AT THE GEORGE
SPANGLER FARM. Dean Shultz
will be the speaker for the
event. ¥
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1916 as the official organization to represent
and promote licensed guiding at Gettysburg.

Interested individuals who do not hold guide
licenses may join the ALBG as Associate
members by submitting annual dues of $25.
Membership includes a subscription to the
Battlefield Dispatch and covers the fiscal year
July 1- June 30.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
OFFICERS
President... Phil Muskett
Secretary... Fred Hawthorne
Treasurer ..

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBER
(Two-year term 2024-2025)
Bill Thomas » Mike Rupert
« Jess Wheedleton

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBER
(One-year term - 2024)
Deb Novotny « Chris Rebmann « Gary Vezza

ALBG Battlefield Dispatch
¢/o ALBG, Inc.
PO Box 4152
Gettysburg, PA 17325-4152

Newsletter .....Linda Joswick (ALBG)
linda_joswick@yahoo.com

The Battlefield Dispatch is the official communi-
cation of The Association of Licensed Battlefield
Guides®, published bimonthly in February, April,
June, August, October, and December.

Material for potential publication should be for-
warded to the editor via e-mail or standard mail
to the addresses listed above. Submission dead-
line is the 5th day of the month of the publica-
tion. All items published will be credited with by-
line. Articles without byline are the editor’s work.

© 2024 by ALBG, Inc. « All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be used or repro-
duced without the prior written permission of the
publisher.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides®
(ALBG) website and the written newsletter
known as the Battlefield Dispatch are the only of-
ficial communication vehicles of The Association
of Licensed Battlefield Guides.

Any officially sanctioned document, publica-
tion, class material, class schedule, field presenta-
tion schedules and communications—public and
private—contained in these communication ve-
hicles are copyrighted for the exclusive use of the
ALBG and its members. Any unauthorized use of
said materials for any reason without the specific
written permission of the Executive Council of
the Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides is
strictly prohibited.

S Don't forget to like
ALBG on Facebook!
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2024 ALBG Battlewalks

June 4 — August 27 are Tuesday evenings. Tours begin at 5:00.

September 8 — October 27 are Sunday afternoons. Tours begin at 2:00.

Please see our website for further information and to register for these tours. Cost is $35 per tour.
www.gettysburgtourguides.com

Please check our website for descriptions of the tours and the meeting locations for each tour.

August 13 Schurz at Gettysburg: Profile and Battle Account of Major General Carl Schurz LBG Ralph Siegel

August 20 McPherson Farm Fight LBG Bill Thomas
August 27 Carroll’s Brigade at East Cemetery Hill LBG Chuck Rebesco
September 8 The Horse at Gettysburg LBG Chris Bagley
September 15 “Follow the Lone Star Flag to the Top of the Mountain™: The Texas Brigade LBG Larry Korczyk
September 22 Major General Richard Anderson’s Division LBG Therese Orr
October 6 PA Reserves LBG Tim Pierce
October 13 “Old Clubby” Allegheny Johnson’s Division on Culp’s Hill LBG Rob Abbott
October 20 “Never Under Such Perilous Circumstances Did a Command Behave Better”: LBG Britt Isenberg
The Battle of Monterey Pass (This tour is not at Gettysburg)
October 27  “Wait a little, we will all be going in shortly”: Barksdale’s Brigade LBG Phil Muskett

Continuing

" WE_

WANT
YOU

Calling all ALBG
members — both
Licensed and

I NEEKET I 280
FRUM THE LIBRARY

Contributed by LBG Mike Strong, Librarian

Education

The ALBG will continue
its practice of providing
continuing education free
to all members, including

Thanks to friends of the Thanks to LBG John Associate. We want Associate Members prior to
Guides, Associate members, | Fitzpatrick a most recent ad- your book reviews each of the general member-
and LBGs, particularly LBG | dition was prize winning au- and articles of interest ship meetings. All sessions
Tony Delacy’s recent large thor Eric Larson’s The Demon for the Dispatch. begin at 5:30 p.m. Here are

Have a favorite
soldier or regiment?

donation, the library contin- | of Unrest: A Saga of Hubris,
ues to grow. Book donations | Heartbreak, and Heroism at the

the programs for the balance

of 2024:

continue to arrive. They Dawn of the Civil War, that Visit a cemetery or

help to enhance our col- tells the story of Fort Sumter. battlefield? Read AUG. 16 -Jim Fours
lection, allow us to replace Those familiar with his The a good — or not so

worn editions, and provide Splendid and the Vile, that good — book? Share The CCC and POW camps
duplicates for the ALBG tells the story of the London your interests or that existed at Gettysburg
Book Sale. Donations are Blitz, will know how he can experiences with our at the Gettysburg Heritage
always welcome. What we turn events that we all know members. Send your Center.

can’t access are donated to the outcome of into page input to Therese Orr,

orr1978@gmail.com, Nov. 15 - DEAN ScHULTZ

for inclusion in future

issues of the
\ Dispatch. /

either the Adams County Li- | turning thrillers.
brary or the Adams County
Historical Society for their
annual book sales.

It’s a great read, and is
now available for your read-
ing pleasure. ®

Will speak when we meet
at the George Spangler
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2024 Fall Seminar — Return to Little Round Top

The dates are September 27, 28 & 29. There are still a
few spots left. The cost this year is $235, but members who
pay in advance and attend will receive a $20 rebate. The
1863 Inn at Gettysburg will offer a limited number of rooms
at a discount.

The Dobbin House has been reserved for Friday evening
dinner. Tim Smith will be the speaker and discuss the history
of Little Round Top both before and after the battle.

Chris Gwinn has agreed to provide remarks on the reno-
vated Little Round Top as the opening field program on
Saturday morning. The balance of the field programs are as
follows:

e Vincent’s Brigade - Therese Orr

e Confederate Attack on the South Slope of Little Round
Top - Phil Muskett

* Weed’s Brigade - Mary Turk-Meena
Artillery on Little Round Top - Mike Rupert
Generals & Signalmen - Eric Lindblade

Pennsylvania Reserves Counter-Attack - Tim Pierce

Les Fowler will host a Cigar/Firepit Discussion on Saturday
evening.

Tickets for the seminar may be purchased at: https://get-

tysburgtourguides.org/albgseminar/

We will need volunteers to be available for logistical
support. This will involve checking in the participants, hav-
ing a car with cold drinks and snacks on the field, setting up
lunch and helping with whatever comes up. This is an area
where Associate Members can also get involved. Please con-
tact Bill Thomas at oldshawnee@gmail.com if you are able to

assist. ®

Thirteen Days to Washington

Contributed by LBG Therese Orr

I leave, not knowing when, or whether ever,
I may retumn.

On November 6, 1860
telegraph lines spread the
news across our still fledgling
country: LINCOLN ELECT-
ED! Thus began Lincoln’s
journey to our nation’s
capital that culminated in
a serpentine trip of thirteen
days from Springfield, IL to
Washington, DC. It would
be four long months before
Lincoln’s inauguration.

During those months, Lin-
coln worked on his inaugural
address; greeted the hordes of
citizens who traveled to the
Mecca that Springfield had
become; learned of wild ru-
mors of plots to prevent him
from being officially declared
President (perhaps even
stealing the boxes containing
the electoral vote certificates
from the states); and, most
alarmingly, received warn-
ings of plots to kill him.

On January 30, 1861,
Lincoln visited his elderly
stepmother, Sarah, who de-
clared that she would never

see him again, that his en-
emies would assassinate him.
Lincoln assured Sarah that
all would be well, to trust in
the Lord.

Finally, on the cold, rainy,
gloomy day of February 11,
1861, Lincoln boarded the
Presidential Special train and
began his trip east. Before
a crowd that was estimated
to be between one hundred
and one thousand people,
Lincoln gave a farewell
speech. In two minutes,
nine sentences, he thanked
friends and family for their
support, spoke of the daunt-
ing challenge before him,
and asked for their prayers.
Then the train was off, with
a very precise to the minutes

schedule.

A direct route to Wash-
ington was risky as it would
take him through hostile
Virginia. Instead, he would
journey into New York state
before turning south towards
his ultimate destination.

Due to the precise schedule,
crowds lined the route and
waited at stations when the
train paused, even if only for
a few minutes. He deliv-
ered brief remarks at many
small towns along the route.
Receptions occurred and he
gave even longer speeches
at cities and overnight stops
in Indianapolis, Cincin-
nati, Columbus, Pittsburgh,
Cleveland, Buffalo, Roches-
ter, Syracuse, Utica, Troy,
Poughkeepsie, New York
City, Trenton, Philadelphia
and Harrisburg.

Springfield Train Station

Despite avoiding Virginia,
danger still lay ahead at Bal-
timore. Informants learned
that plans were underway
to assassinate Lincoln as he
traveled through the city.
Railroad detective Allan

Pinkerton was hired to foil
the plot. He and eight detec-
tives learned many more
details of the assassination
plot and finally informed
Lincoln late on the night of
February 21. However, he
declined their recommen-
dation to travel directly to
Washington from Trenton,
as he believed it was impor-
tant to visit Philadelphia and
Harrisburg.

As he left his final meet-
ing in Harrisburg on the eve-
ning of February 22, Lincoln
donned a soft wool hat and
an old coat. A small train
replaced the Presidential
Special and it sped towards
Baltimore, its lamps extin-
guished. The train reached
Baltimore around 3:30 a.m.,
where the cars would be
pulled by horses through the
downtown streets to reach
the next station and con-
tinue the journey to Wash-
ington. This was the most
dangerous part of his jour-
ney. At approximately 4:30
a.m. the train eased out of
Baltimore and arrived safely
in Washington at 6:00 a.m.
on February 23.

Lincoln had arrived. The

long journey was over. ®
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Annual ALBG Picnic July 19 "¢

A fine time was had by
the 35 or so Associates and
Guides at Carroll Valley bor-
ough. It was a warm sunny
late afternoon/evening, typi-
cal for our area. Even though
the heat was not oppressive,
the hall still had A/C kick-
ing which made things even
more comfortable. Menu was
expanded this year to include
fried chicken along with the
various sub sandwiches us-
ing Boar’s Head meats. The
usual potato/macaroni salads,
massive fresh fruit tray,
“small” veggie tray (yes we
are not good at eating our
veggies) and an incredible
spread of desserts brought by
the Associates and Guides.

There’s NEVER a short-
age of talking with our crowd
promoting the feeling of
comradery. We had a small
showing of Show & Tell to

round out our time.

As we can never be sure
of attendance numbers,
more food is on hand and
just about everyone had
extra to take home. It was
made much easier by my
remembering to get “Take
out” containers. The hall is

Contributed by LBG Mike Rupert

able to hold more than twice
our number present so keep
in mind to make it to next
years’ event.

I would like to thank all
those who helped with the
setup and teardown, food,
coolers, ice and desserts.

Cheers to you for the
help in making it a very nice
time! %

Mike Rupert presented a Model 1842
Springfield smoothbore .69 caliber
musket. At Gettysburg it would be used Lk
by the Irish Brigade, 12th NJ, 9th PA Reserves,

11th MA and several others regiments. This musket
is an ltalian reproduction that was made “more
correct” by Lodgewood Manufacturing, including
recontour of the wood stock, restaining, a brass
sight, swivels and stampings on the lock and stock.

If you didn’t
make the
picnic, you
missed out on
the great food
and desserts!
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Mike also
presented an original
Model 1840 NCO sword made
by Ames Manufacturing in 1862. They would

have been issued to Corporals and Sergeants.
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Phillip Cuccia presented a Roman belt buckle that
he found all 8 pieces to while metal detecting in
Germany. Also included is a Roman tax stamp
(on right).

Steve Slaughter pre-
sented pictures of the
plaster maquette by
William Siever. The
maquette was used in
creating the Virginia
Memorial. The figure
is about 21 inches high.
The “x’s"” in the closeup
were used for measure-
ments in creating the
final bronze statue.

Linda Clarke presented a sheet music
written in 1917 named Battle of Get-
tysburg. It may be sheet music for a
silent movie. Linda offered to play it for
anyone that wants to visit her.

2025
Election
Commiittee
Announce-
ment

If you are inter-
ested in running
for an elected office
with the ALBG, this
is the time to start
the process. Every
licensed member in
“good standing” is
eligible to run. Good
standing means dues
are up to date for the
year.

According to the
ALBG Bylaws, each
year a President,
Secretary, Treasurer
and three “At Large”
Council Members
are up for election.
The three “At Large”
members not up for
reelection will make
up the Election
Committee.

The Election
Committee is Deb
Novotny, Chris
Rebmann and Gary
Vezza. This may
change if these indi-
viduals decide to run
for reelection.

Please run and get
involved with the
Association. ®
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ESSIRELEASE

News Release Date:

July 22, 2024

Contact: Jason Marty

News Release Date:
August 14, 2024
Contact: Angie Atkinson

Gettysburg National Military Park Announces

Upcoming Road Paving Project at Culp’s Hill

Beginning Monday July 29, park roads on the eastern portion of the battlefield in the

Culp’s Hill and Spangler’s Spring areas, Hunt Avenue, Coster Avenue, and Benner Hill will

be repaved. This three-month project will address road surfaces that are at the end of their

lifespan.

This project requires road closures that will temporarily interrupt the ability to visit por-
tions of the battlefield while work is ongoing. A mix of daytime and nighttime work will
occur. Park roads may be fully closed, intermittently closed, or reduced to a single lane of
traffic. No work is expected to occur on weekends or federal holidays, but this is subject to

change due to adverse weather conditions.

Daytime roadwork—6 am to 6 pm—that will affect normal visitation includes:

e Entire Culp’s Hill/Spangler’s Spring area, including all feeder roads: August 26 to 28 — Full

Closure.
e Wainwright Avenue: August 29 — Full Closure.

e East Steven’s Street (at Coster Avenue): August 30 — Full Closure.

e September schedule TBD.

Nighttime roadwork—6 pm to 6 am—that will affect normal visitation includes:
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Culp’s Hill Repaving Project

e Entire Culp’s Hill/
Spangler’s Spring area,
including all feeder roads:
August 11 to 13 — Full
Closure.

e Hunt Avenue: August 14
— Full Closure.

e Entire Culp’s Hill/
Spangler’s Spring area,
including all feeder roads:
August 18 to 20 — Full

Closure.

e Hunt Avenue: August 21
— Full Closure.

e Benner Hill: August 22 —
Full Closure.

e September schedule TBD

® Check the park website
for further updates at
https://www.nps.gov/gett/
learn/news/culps-hill-pav-

ing-2024.htm %

Licensed Battlefield
Guide Tier-1
Written Exam
Registration Dates
Announced

GETTYSBURG, PA -
Gettysburg National Military
Park is pleased to announce
the registration dates for the
Tier-1 Written Exam. The
written exam is the first step
in a multi-tiered licensing
process to become a Licensed
Battlefield Guide at Gettys-
burg National Military Park.
Registration will take place

via www.pay.gov beginning
on Monday, August 19, 2024,

and closing at 11:59 p.m.
EST Saturday, September 7,
2024. The registration fee is
$250.00 and only payments
via www.pay.gov will be ac-
cepted. No personal checks
will be accepted. No late reg-
istrations will be accepted.

The written exam, the
first part of an intense multi-
tiered process, will be given
on Saturday, December 7,
2024, at the Harrisburg Area
Community College (Gettys-
burg Campus) from 9:00 a.m.
until 4:30 p.m. Once the
registration window closes,
registrants will receive more
detailed information regard-
ing logistics for exam day.

Information about the
licensing process is avail-
able on the park’s website
at www.nps.gov/gett. The
licensing process consists of
five tiers: the written exam,
the panel interview, the field
practicum, the oral exam,
and the post-licensing orien-
tation. Candidates must pass
each tier in succession to
become a Licensed Battle-

field Guide. ®




