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known as the Battlefield Dispatch are the only of-
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of Licensed Battlefield Guides.
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PRESIDENT’S
THE

“War is cruelty. There is no use trying to reform it. The crueler it is, the sooner it will be over.”	
– William Tecumseh Sherman

news from • for • and about your association
Contributed by LBG Phil 

Muskett, ALBG President

Welcome to Fall. 
My favorite 

time of year. The 
leaves will soon be 

turning colors and the wind 
getting chillier. This will 
bring more visitors to the 
field in the month of Octo-
ber. This is another opportu-
nity for us to get the ALBG 
out to those who have not 
been here before. Each tour 
is an opportunity to show-
case our talents, either on a 
VC bus, private car, specialty 
tours or seminars. Your Ex-
ecutive Council and Presi-
dent are working hard to get 
things ready for the end of 
the year and some surprises 
for next year. Lots of events 
are going on as the end of 
the year approaches, so let’s 
dive into them. 

ALBG ELECTIONS

Elections are upcoming. 
Every year we elect a Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer 
and three “At-Large” coun-
cil members. These three 
At-Large members are for a 
two-year term. The only re-
quirement is to be a member 
in good standing. 

We need a Treasurer as 
Jim Cooke is stepping down 
at the end of his term after 
many years of service. The 
August general meeting was 
where the membership could 
announce their intentions 
to run for office. There was 

only 1 person who volun-
teered. We have three or 
four openings on the council. 
I announced at the August 
meeting I will be running for 
reelection as President of the 
Association. 

The ballot for next year’s 
election will be finalized by 
November 1st and sent out 
to the membership via mail 
or electronically by Novem-
ber 3rd. The winners will be 
announced at the November 
General meeting. Please con-
sider running for an office. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

FALL SEMINAR

The annual ALBG fall semi-
nar is coming up September 
27 and 28th of this month. 
By the time the newsletter is 
released we will have com-
pleted this event. This event 
is sold out again. As I write 
this I am looking forward to 
this event.

We need someone to vol-
unteer and coordinate next 
year’s Fall Seminar. 
ARLINGTON CEMETERY TRIP

Fran Feyock has coordinated 
a trip on October 19th, to 
Arlington National Cem-
etery. Many guides are head-
ing down to Arlington to 
lay a wreath on the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. Roy 
Frampton and Deb Novotny 
are also going to give us a 
tour of some of the Civil 
War soldiers buried there. 
The Superintendent has 

given us permission to wear 
our uniforms to this event. 
This may be a once in a 
lifetime event. 

WINTER LECTURES 

Two guides will be present-
ing Winter Lectures this year 
as the EC continues to work 
to improve relations with the 
NPS and the Foundation. 
The schedule has not been 
published yet. 
ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER 

If you have something you 
have been researching, or 
taken a Civil War related 
trip and want to share with 
the Guides and Associates, 
write up a short article and 
submit it to Therese Orr. 
This newsletter keeps us in-
formed and is a tool for our 
own Continuing Education. 
MEETINGS WITH NPS/FOUN-
DATION/HERITAGE CENTER

I continue to meet with the 
NPS staff and Foundation 
staff concerning issues. Any-
one can request a meeting 
with the NPS staff. 

Bruce Rice and I have 
been meeting with Lori 
Wright of the Foundation 
to discuss Tessitura improve-
ments. There has been some 
headway since the Guide 
Survey last year, but still 
more work to be done. They 
have started putting more 
information on the reserva-
tion sheets that are placed in 
the guide room. Are they

see PRES REPORT cont. on pg. 2
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PRES REPORT cont. from pg. 1 Continuing 
Education 

The ALBG will continue 
its practice of providing con-
tinuing education free to all 
members, including Associate 
Members prior to each of the 
general membership meetings. 
All sessions begin at 5:30 
p.m. Here are the program for 
the balance of 2024: 

Nov. 15 - Dean Schultz

Will speak when we meet  
at the George Spangler 
Farm.   

WE WANT YOU 
Calling all ALBG members – both Licensed and 

Associate. We want your book reviews and articles 
of interest for the Dispatch. Have a favorite soldier 
or regiment? Visit a cemetery or battlefield? Read a 
good – or not so good – book? Share your interests 
or experiences with our members. Send your input 
to Therese Orr, orr1978@gmail.com, for inclusion in 

future issues of the Dispatch.

100% perfect? No, but 
they are getting better 
at giving us more infor-

mation. Still working to get 
Guides out earlier to maxi-
mize our time and increase 
our availability to them. 

The Heritage Center 
staff has been pleased with 
our work for them. They 
are answering phones and 
getting tours set up for us. 
When you see them, thank 
them for all they do for us. 
The Heritage Center was 
able to install a “free” library 
box in front of their build-
ing recently with help from 
donations from the ALBG. 
2025 BUDGET

We are starting to look at 
the 2025 budget. If you have 
an idea, please share it with 
your Executive Council con-
tact or me. In the meeting 
last week, we were looking 
at purchasing a new com-
puter for the Guide office. 
Increasing some budgets, i.e. 
Library, Advertising, and Of-
fice Contingency fund. This 
is your chance to help. 

CLOSE

I am looking forward to 
these upcoming events and 
other opportunities that may 
arise for Guiding here at 
Gettysburg National Military 
Park. If you have questions 
or concerns, please, share 
them with me.  

PRESIDENT’S
THE

2024 Fall Seminar –  
Return to Little Round Top

Contributed by LBG Bill Thomas, Education Chair

The 2024 Fall Semi-
nar, “Return to Little 

Round Top” was conducted 
on September 27, 28 and 29, 
2024.

All 70 slots were sold 
before two cancellations: one 
a full refund due to medi-
cal issues, and one partial 
refund. However, both slots 
were quickly filled. 

On Friday, September 
27, a dinner was held at the 
Dobbin House. The speaker 
on Friday was LBG Tim 
Smith, who gave a well-
received presentation on 
the history of Little 
Round Top with 
numerous photos.

Saturday dawned 
with fog and a soak-
ing mist of rain. 
Nevertheless, the 
programs went for-
ward. LBG Therese 
Orr presented a pro-
gram on “Vincent’s 

brigade”, while LBG Phil 
Musket showed the attend-
ees how “The Confederate 
Attack on the South Slope 
of Little Round Top” was 
conducted. After lunch at 
the Refectory at the Luther-
an Seminary, and with skies 
somewhat brightened, LBG 
Mary Turk-Meena educated 
the attendees on the impor-

tance of “Weed’s Bri-
gade”, and LBG Mike 
Rupert led everyone 
to the “Artillery on 
Little Round Top”. 

In the evening, 
a firepit program 
hosted by LBG Les 
Fowler resulted in a 
discussion of whether 
the left or right flank 

of the Union defense at 
Gettysburg was more im-
portant. For the first time, 
the evening discussion took 
place at the George Spangler 
Farm, which proved to be a 
fine location.

Sunday morning proved 
to be a continuation of the 
misty rain accompanied by 
even denser fog. Undeterred, 
LBG Eric Lindblade edu-
cated the participants on the 
role of the “Signal Corps” 
as well as the actions of 
Generals Meade and War-
ren on Little Round Top. 
At the same time, LBG Tim 
Pierce demonstrated how 

2025 Election 
Committee 
Announcement

If you are interested in 
running for an elected office 
with the ALBG, this is the 
time to start the process. Ev-
ery licensed member in “good 
standing” is eligible to run. 
Good standing means dues 
are up to date for the year. 

Please be aware that 
candidates are needed to 
fill offices for 2024. There 
are three “at large” Coun-
cil Member positions being 
elected, each of which is a 
two-year term. The offices 
of President, Treasurer and 
Secretary each serve for one 
year, and so each such office 
will be open for election 
also. Any licensed member 
of the ALBG interested in 
being placed on the ballot 
for any of these positions 
should contact Mike Rupert, 
Jessie Wheedleton or Bill 
Thomas. The ballot will 
be finalized on November 
1, so you must submit any 
nominations by that date. It 
is perfectly fine to nominate 
yourself. If you nominate 
anyone else, please be sure 
that the person nominated is 
willing to serve. see SEMINAR continued on page 6

Seminar Chair Bill Thomas welcomes the group to 
our dinner at the Dobbin House.

Tim Smith displays and describes the many 
phases of the development of Little Round Top.

mailto:orr1978@gmail.com
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William E. Miller was 
born February 5, 1836, in 
Cumberland County, Penn-
sylvania, on a farm just west 
of Plainfield. He grew up 
helping his Father with the 
farm work and also help-
ing to look after 5 younger 
siblings. He joined a local 
cavalry militia unit at age 16. 
When the Civil War started 
his militia unit volunteered 
for service, and Miller was 
mustered in as 2d Lieutenant 
of Company H, 3rd Penn-
sylvania Cavalry on August 
8, 1861, at the age of 25. At 
that time, William Miller 
was the single parent of two 
young daughters, Carrie and 
Elizabeth. His wife, Elizabeth 
Ann had died of Typhoid in 
1859. The absentee father 
would be away at the war 

when the younger of the two 
girls died in 1862.

During training exercises, 
it was not unusual for some 
of the militia officers to fail 
to retain their commissions. 
Miller, however, was an 
exception, perhaps because 
of his 9 years of experience 
with the militia unit.

Miller first saw action 
in the Peninsula Campaign 
in 1862. There he received 
commendations for being 
able to deliver an important 
message to General McClel-
lan. In September, 1882 he 
was promoted to Captain for 
his bravery at the Battle of 
Antietam.

He arrived in Gettysburg 
in command of a squadron of 
cavalry consisting of a con-

solidation 
of four 
companies 
including 
Com-
pany H. 
All told, 
Miller had 
between 
80 and 
100 men 
under 
him. Mill-
er and his 

men were engaged against 
the 2d VA Infantry in the 
fight on Brinkerhoff Ridge 
on July 2. It seems there was 
a mad rush by both sides to 
occupy a certain fence line. 
The Pennsylvanians made it 
first and held it throughout 
that afternoon.

July 3 found the 3rd 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, along 
with the rest of Col. John B. 
McIntosh’s Brigade, in the 
vicinity of the intersection 
of Hanover and Low Dutch 
Roads. The 3rd Pennsylvania 
Cavalry was split, with Mill-
er’s squadron being ordered 
to guard the right of the 
Union battle line, while the 
balance of the regiment was 
sent toward the left flank. 
Miller deployed his men in a 
skirmish line and prepared to 
carry out his instructions to 
hold that position.

A Confederate Cavalry 
charge was met by the 7th 
Michigan Cavalry, led by 
their brigade commander 
George A. Custer, then a 
newly minted Brevet Briga-
dier General. Although the 
7th Michigan was itself 
forced back, the Confeder-
ates also withdrew because 
their formations had become 
scattered and disorganized, 
not only from the fight with 
the 7th Michigan, but also 
from flanking fire on both 
sides, part of which came 
from Miller’s squadron.

But the Confederates were 
soon reinforced by elements 
of Hampton’s and Fitz Lee’s 
Brigades. The Confeder-
ate troopers’ advance was 
described as a grand spec-
tacle. Miller tells us that 
they advanced with “ … 
their polished saber-blades, 
dazzling in the piercing rays 
of a bright summer’s sun…” 
Accurate Union artillery fire 
soon cut gaps in the Con-
federate formation, but these 
were quickly closed up as if 
correcting an error in a dress 
parade.

As they picked up speed, 
the 1st Michigan Cavalry, 
also part of Custer’s Brigade, 
likewise charged forward. 
The antagonists collided 
violently. Eyewitnesses said 

2024 ALBG Battlewalks
October 13 – October 27 are Sunday afternoons. Tours begin at 2:00.

Please see our website for further information and to register for these tours. Cost is $35 per tour.  
www.gettysburgtourguides.com

Please check our website for descriptions of the tours and the meeting locations for each tour.

October 13	 “Old Clubby” Allegheny Johnson’s Division on Culp’s Hill	 LBG Rob Abbott

October 20	 “Never Under Such Perilous Circumstances Did a Command Behave Better”: 	 LBG Britt Isenberg 
	 The Battle of Monterey Pass	 (This tour is not at Gettysburg)

October 27	 “Wait a little, we will all be going in shortly”: Barksdale’s Brigade	 LBG Phil Muskett

Captain William E. Miller
Contributed by LBG Bill Thomas

Captain William E. Miller

see CAPT. MILLER cont. on pg. 5
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see DALTON TRIP cont. on pg. 5

This past August, my wife, Shari, and I went to Dalton, 
Georgia. We were in Dalton because I am helping to 
playtest a new board game. This game, covering the 

Battle of the Wilderness, is a new game in the Great Battles 
of the American War series published by GMT games. I am 
also assisting with the updated Gettysburg game that will 
be out in the next year. In my spare time while in Dalton 
we visited a few Civil War sites around the area. We had a 
wonderful time there.

We arrived on Saturday evening and settled into our room 
after the 11-hour drive from Gettysburg. I got my orders for 
the game starting the next morning, the game designer trust-
ed me with the command of A.P. Hill’s Corps for the fight 
on the morning of May 6th along the Orange Plank Road. 

After an 
eight-hour day 
of gaming, 
Shari and I hit 
the road for a 
little tour of 
the area. The 
first stop on 
all our trips is 
old cemeteries. 
We weren’t 
looking for 
anything 
specific, just 
looked to see 
what we could 

find. We visited West Hill Cemetery in Dalton. There are 
buried 421 unknown Confederate soldiers and 4 unknown 
Union soldiers, according to the plaque. Someone, since the 
plaque was placed, must have been doing their homework 
over the years on identifying the bodies buried there. There 
is a large monument with all the names of those buried here 
near the gate of the Confederate Cemetery. While reading 
the names I noticed one of the names as being a part of the 
44th Alabama. His name is Winslow Buchannan. Intrigued, 
I gave myself some homework.

He will enlist on April 24th, 1862, at Arbacoochee, 
Alabama. This little town is in Cleburne County, about 
fifteen miles southeast of Anniston, Alabama. Winslow was 
thirty years old when he enlisted. He was married to his wife, 
Nancy, and he had two little boys, ages 4 and 2. I mistakenly 
thought that he may have died on the way north in 1862, as 
many of the Alabama troops will pass through Dalton, head-
ing to Lynchburg, Virginia via the Western and Atlantic 
Railroad. In my research I discovered I was wrong. He sur-
vived the Battles of Antietam, Gettysburg and Chickamauga 
only to fall to the smallest enemy of the war. He will fall ill 
near Sweetwater, Tennessee in late 1863. The illness was not 
listed in his service record, that I could find. He contracted 
this illness during Confederate General James Longstreet’s 
campaign to retake Knoxville, Tennessee from Union occu-
pation. Being ill, Winslow will be sent to the Dalton Hospi-

tal where he will die of 
his illness on December 
1, 1863. 

We drove down to 
Resaca Georgia and 
visited that battlefield. 
As it was getting late, 
we did not get out and 
walk around. (It was 
still rather warm at that 
time) The battlefield, 
from the car, looked 
nice. Grass was cut, paths were well marked with many way-
sides. We went back a couple of days later because I wanted 
to read the waysides. I was shocked when I got out of the car 
to read some of the waysides. They were all either damaged, 
graffitied or unreadable. Sad to see that condition of things 
after our first impression. They need help. Here is the link to 
the battlefield’s webpage https://www.gordoncountyparks.org/

On Monday afternoon, after I almost destroyed Harry 
Heth’s and Cadmus Wilcox’s divisions in the board game 
on the Wilderness, Shari and I went up to see the first 
national military park in the United States, Chickamauga. 
We drove around the field only getting out a few times, due 
to the heat. We stopped at Reed’s Bridge where the battle 
opened, when we arrived on the field. Previously on one of 
my trips home to Gadsden, Alabama I drove through the 
Reed’s bridge area and could not remember if I had been 
on that part of the field. Shari and I walked around a little 
bit, reading the signs and markers. There were hundreds of 
people out walking and riding bicycles everywhere, and in 
any direction. The wildlife was out in abundance and not 
frightened by all the people around them. This was one of 
the first battlefields I toured as a kid back in the late 1970’s 
(Kennesaw Mountain was the first). Chickamauga has always 
been one of my favorite battlefields to visit. 

Tuesday was a trip to Gadsden, Alabama to visit my dad. 
On the way there we stopped at Cromwell Furnace, near Ce-
dar Bluff Alabama.  Not much left of a once thriving town 
along the Coosa River. The town now overlooks Weiss Lake. 
One of the best bass fishing sites in the country. This fur-
nace is not much different than many other furnace remains, 
the only thing left being the furnace chimney. Many of the 
men from Northeast Alabama will muster in at Cedar Bluff, 
before going off to fight in the war. Cedar Bluff was the 
furthest point into Alabama that Union General William T. 
Sherman advanced in September of 1864. The furnace was 
destroyed by some of Sherman’s troops but rebuilt after the 
war. Remaining in operation only for a few more years before 
closing. 

The furnace was constructed by James Noble, who was 
living in Rome Georgia. He named the furnace after the 
one from his home state of Pennsylvania, in Cornwall, just 
south of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. This was a six-ton charcoal 
furnace, supplying pig iron to the Confederate foundries and 

A Trip to Dalton Georgia				        Contributed by LBG Phil Muskett

West Hill Cemetery

Marker at Resaca Battlefield Historic Site

https://www.gordoncountyparks.org/


October 2024	 5

CAPT. MILLER cont. from page 3

that horses were turned end 
over end, crushing and injur-
ing their riders under them. 
Miller recalled that the air 
was filled with “the clashing 
of sabres, the firing of pistols, 
the demands for surrender 
and the cries of the contes-
tants”.

Miller’s squadron was in 
perfect position to strike 
the enemy in the flank. Yet 
his orders were to hold his 
position. He quickly con-
sulted with his lieutenants. 
Miller is reputed to have 

told Lt. Brooke-Rawle that 
he would order a charge if 
Brooke-Rawle would sup-
port him in case Miller was 
court martialed for disobedi-
ence of orders. It seems that 
Brooke-Rawle was more than 
ready to support his captain. 
The formation was quickly 
tightened, and after deliver-
ing a volley the squadron 
charged forward, cutting off 
about a third of the attack-
ing column. Although some 
men were separated and oth-
ers made casualties, Miller 
and several of his troopers 
advanced all the way to 
the Rummel farm buildings 
on the other side of the 
battlefield. There, they found 
themselves only 100 yards 
from Breatherd’s Confederate 
Battery. Yet the number of 
men still with Miller was too 
few to attempt to capture the 
guns. Indeed the time had 
come to start fighting their 
way back to their original 
position.

Near the Rummel wagon 
shed, a Confederate trooper 

slashed at Miller with his sa-
ber. Miller parried the blow 
with his own sword, but the 
enemy’s blow was so vio-
lent that Miller’s saber was 
snapped off. Miller quickly 
tossed aside the now useless 
hilt and drew his side arm. 
Covered by Miller’s pistol at 
point blank range, the Con-
federate surrendered.

Miller pulled his men 
into a tighter formation and 
they began cutting their way 
back to the position on the 
right of the Union line. This 
time they were not cutting 
through attacking Confed-
erates, but rather through 
Confederates in retreat, as 
Custer’s and Gregg’s men 
had by that time gotten the 
upper hand. During the fight, 
Miller received a wound in 
his right arm.

Far from being in trouble 
for disobeying orders, upon 
his return Miller was compli-
mented by General McIn-
tosh. On July 21, 1897, Cap-
tain Miller was presented the 
Medal of Honor. The cita-

tion reads: “Without orders, 
led a charge of his squadron 
upon the flank of the enemy, 
checked his attack, and cut 
off and dispersed the rear of 
his column.”

Captain Miller contin-
ued to serve until the end 
of his three year enlistment 
in August of 1864, when 
he returned to Cumberland 
County. For a number of 
years he operated a hardware 
store on Hanover Street in 
Carlisle. Later, he sold fire 
insurance. Miller was active 
in local politics with the 
Democratic Party. He served 
as Chief Burgess of Carlisle 
and in 1898 was elected to 
the Pennsylvania State Sen-
ate.

William E. Miller died on 
December 10, 1919, at the 
age of 83. He was interred 
at the Gettysburg National 
Soldiers Cemetery, the only 
man to receive a Medal 
of Honor for action at the 
Battle of Gettysburg, who is 
also buried at Gettysburg. 

William E. Miller, post war

munition facilities in nearby 
Rome, Georgia. 

After gaming on Wednes-
day morning and afternoon 
we went up to Ringgold, 
Georgia to the railroad 
station. This railroad sta-
tion is where General James 
Longstreet’s troops arrived 
prior to the battle of Chicka-

mauga. We entered Ringgold 
“rolling on Highway 41”. 
We found a railroad station 
but were unsure if that was 
the actual one from 1863. 
As we left town heading 
back to Dalton, we stopped 
at a small park off the side 
of Highway 41 at Ringgold 
Gap. This was an interpre-

tive area that told 
of the skirmish in 
November of 1863 
and Union move-
ments through the 
gap at the start of 
General Sherman’s 
march to At-
lanta. The statue 
to Confederate 
General Patrick 
R. Cleburne is 
located there. This 
was an unexpected 
treat for me. Cle-

burne has always been one 
of my favorite Generals from 
the Civil War. 

The ride to Ringgold 
also helped Shari find some 
of the old mills in the area 
and learn more about the 
history of chenille. Shari is 
a weaver, and fabrics have 
always been a passion of 
hers, including Civil War 
fabrics. Here is a link to 
get a brief understanding of 
chenille https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Chenille_fabric. Her 
passion for Civil War fabrics 
has helped me over the years 
to understand better how 
the uniforms of the soldiers 
were made and life on the 
home front, both Union and 
Confederate. 

The trip was wonderful 
and helped me understand 

the early part of Sherman’s 
campaign to Atlanta. Seeing 
familiar names that we talk 
about almost daily on our 
tours we give to the public. I 
highly recommend a visit to 

DALTON TRIP cont. from page 4

Cromwell Furnace near Cedar Bluff, AL Gen. Cleburne statue at Ringgold Gap

see DALTON TRIP cont. on pg. 6

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chenille_fabric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chenille_fabric
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DALTON TRIP cont. from page 5

News Release Date:  
October 3, 2024 
Contact:  Jason Martz

Superintendent Kristina 
Heister announced today 
that Zachary Bolitho has 
been selected as the Deputy 
Superintendent for Gettys-
burg National Military Park 
(NMP) and Eisenhower Na-
tional Historic Site (NHS). 
Bolitho has worked at Get-
tysburg NMP and Eisen-
hower NHS as Division Lead 
of Resource Stewardship and 
Planning since 2011. He 
started his new assignment 
on September 22, 2024.

“For the last 13 years Zach 
has served as the Division 
Lead of Resource Steward-
ship and Planning providing 
leadership in the preserva-
tion and protection of our 
museum collections, cultural 
and natural resources, and 
lands. He’s been involved 
in every large-scale project 
these parks have engaged 
in and brings a wealth of 
commitment and institu-
tional knowledge. We know 
him and we love him”, said 
Heister.

“It’s an incredible honor 
to continue serving as Dep-
uty Superintendent within a 
community that my family 
and I have grown to love. 
These two parks embody 
the resilience, courage, and 
dedication that have shaped 
our country. My experiences 
as the Division Lead for 
Resource Stewardship and 
Planning have taught me 
that our shared heritage is 
still relevant today and that 
these two parks hold unique 
and special meaning to all 
visitors whether in person or 
from afar. I look forward to 
contributing to the preser-
vation and interpretation 
of these powerful legacies, 
ensuring that their stories 

Deputy Superintendent Zachary Bolitho

the “Pennsylvania Reserves” 
mounted the final counterat-
tack of July 2, 1863, from 
Little Round Top.

In addition to Les Fowler, 
other volunteers supporting 
the 2024 Seminar were: Rob 
Abbott, Deb Novotny, Jim 
Cooke, Gary Vezza, Steve 

Slaughter, Fred Hawthorne, 
Jessie Wheedleton, Bob 
Gale, and Associate Member 
Mike McAdams. Special 
thanks to all of them.

Informal comments from 
various participants over the 
course of the weekend were 
uniformly positive. 

continue to inspire future 
generations. It’s the “unfin-
ished work” that inspires me 
to contribute in new ways, 
growing alongside the park 
and the people who make it 
special”, said Bolitho.

Bolitho has worked for 
the National Park Service 
(NPS) for 24 years, serv-
ing in resource stewardship 
offices at several NPS units 
across the country. He 
has also served in Acting 
Superintendent details at 
multiple parks as well as in 
leadership positions with 
the NPS Eastern Incident 
Management Team. Bolitho 
started his career with the 
NPS as a Student Conser-
vation Association intern 
at Craters of the Moon Na-
tional Monument and Pre-
serve in Idaho, worked as a 
field biologist for the NPS 
Northeast Region’s Invasive 
Plant Management Team, 
Natural Resources Special-
ist at Gettysburg NMP 
and Eisenhower NHS, and 
Chief of Resources Manage-
ment at Lewis and Clark 
National Historical Park 
in Oregon. He holds a B.S. 
in Conservation of Natural 
Resources and a M.S. in 
Environmental Biology.  
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Saturday lunch being served at the Seminary Refectory

Our Colleague, Rick Schroeder
Licensed Battlefield Guide Richard D. Schroeder, M.D., 

passed away on September 18, 2024, Rick is survived by 
his wife, Diana, whom he married in 1979. Their family 
includes five children and nine grandchildren. Rick gradu-
ated from the University of Notre Dame in 1977, and from 
Northwestern University School of Medicine in 1981. Rick 
was an orthopedic surgeon in Indiana, Texas, and Maryland, 
with the balance of his career spent in Johnstown, Penn-
sylvania, where he lives and worked until his retirement in 
2020. In Johnstown, he joined and helped grow the Western 
PA Orthopedics and Sports 
Medicine practice, and 
provided care to thousands 
of patients. Rick became a 
Licensed Battlefield Guide in 
2016. He used his knowledge 
and experience to become a 
specialist in the medical his-
tory of the Civil War, deliv-
ering numerous presentations 
and speeches and advancing 
the scholarly thinking around 
notable battlefield injuries. 
A service will take place in 
Gettysburg at a future date. 
We extend our sympathy to 
Rick’s family and friends.  

the area. Lots of Civil War 
history that we did not have 
time to visit. If anyone is in-
terested in more information 

on these board games, please 
do not hesitate to reach out 
to me at philmuskett@com-
cast.net.  
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