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“The Civil War created in this country what had never existed before — a national consciousness. It was not the salvation of

the Union; it was the rebirth of the Union.”

— Woodrow Wilson

mc Sch NT'S @ NEWS FROM o FOR ¢ AND ABOUT YOUR ASSOCIATION

Contributed by LBG Phil
Muskett, ALBG President

appy New

Year every-

one. Lots of
opportunities are
coming in 2025. But some
news first.

OUR LICENSE AND CFR PAPER-
WORK HAS BEEN EMAILED

to you by Chris Gwinn.
Failure to return the signed
documents by COB February
28, 2025 may result in the
temporary suspension of your
license. Guides wishing to
obtain a hard copy of their
license may still do so. These
will be signed and mailed to
the physical address on file
upon request.

ALL THE GUIDES SHOULD HAVE
RECEIVED AN EMAIL FROM
CHRIS GWINN CONCERNING
OUR SUPERVISOR, ANGIE
ATKINSON, being moved to
the Eisenhower farm for 120
days. Chris will be acting in
Angie’s position until they
find someone to cover her
position. Angie will continue
to work through the Tier
Levels for the Guide exam.

IN DECEMBER SOME GUIDES
WERE INVITED TO ATTEND A
COMPREHENSIVE TRAIL PLAN
MEETING concerning the
Gettysburg National Military
Park and Eisenhower Na-
tional Historic Site. Those
Guides, Christina Moon, Jes-
sie Wheedleton, Bill Thomas
and I gave our comments
and suggestions. I felt it was
a very positive meeting and

-JZO'U

was thankful to be invited to
this meeting. More to follow
on this as they are still in
the early stages.

AS | WRITE THIS, WE HAVE
JUST COMPLETED OUR BAN-
QUET HONORING THOSE THAT
HAVE GUIDED MORE THAN

40 YEARS OF ACTIVE GUIDE
SERVICE. The event was held
at the Dobbin House. They
provided excellent service
and food, as usual. The Get-
tysburg National Military
Park Superintendent Kristin
Heister and Chief of Inter-
pretation Chris Gwinn were
in attendance. The Super-
intendent spoke to us being
family and was amazed at the
length of time those being
honored have been guiding.
Chris Gwinn related a story
concerning how the guides
influenced him when he was
early in his career at Gettys-
burg. The event committee,
Gary Vezza, Jesse Wheedle-
ton, Mike Rupert and Steve
Slaughter organized and ran
an amazing event. We are
hoping to make this an an-
nual event.

THE GUIDE EXAM IS DONE,
and the twenty that have
passed are getting ready for
round two.

SOME OF THE EVENTS THAT
ARE COMING SOON:

Our March General
Business meeting will be on
March 14th. This event will
be held at the Ford Room
at the Visitor Center. There

will be a Continuing Educa-
tion presentation by Chris
Brenneman concerning the
Gettysburg Cyclorama. The
business meeting will follow
Continuing Education.

We also have our Annual
Picnic which will be held
on July 25th at Carroll Valley
Park. There will be more infor-
mation coming soon on this.

Be on the lookout for the
Summer Evening Cemetery
Walk sign up sheet.

There are some other
opportunities coming soon,
but too early to announce, so
keep your ears open.

The Gettysburg Founda-
tion is looking for guides to
support the Fall Muster.
Please reach out to Erin Pierce
at epearce@gettysburgfounda-
tion.org. You pick your topic,
so dust off those old Tuesday
night walks or Sunday af-
ternoon walks and do them
again for a different crowd.

For our newsletter, write
up a little article on a Civil
War trip you have made, or
something interesting you
may have come across in
your research. Send those to
orr1978@gmail.com.

Dan Welch, editor of
Gettysburg Magagzine, needs
articles. If you have one in
the works, let Dan know.

Stay warm and get ready,
those 8th graders are on the
way!! 9

Photo by John Armstrong
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The ALBG was founded in
1916 as the official organization to represent
and promote licensed guiding at Gettysburg.

Interested individuals who do not hold guide
licenses may join the ALBG as Associate
members by submitting annual dues of $25.
Membership includes a subscription to the
Battlefield Dispatch and covers the fiscal year
July 1- June 30.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
OFFICERS
President. ..Phil Muskett
Secretary. Fred Hawthorne
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AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBER
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The Battlefield Dispatch is the official communi-
cation of The Association of Licensed Battlefield
Guides®, published bimonthly in February, April,
June, August, October, and December.

Material for potential publication should be for-
warded to the editor via e-mail or standard mail
to the addresses listed above. Submission dead-
line is the 5th day of the month of the publica-
tion. All items published will be credited with by-
line. Articles without byline are the editor’s work.

© 2025 by ALBG, Inc. « All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be used or repro-
duced without the prior written permission of the
publisher.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides®
(ALBG) website and the written newsletter
known as the Battlefield Dispatch are the only of-
ficial communication vehicles of The Association
of Licensed Battlefield Guides.

Any officially sanctioned document, publica-
tion, class material, class schedule, field presenta-
tion schedules and communications—public and
private—contained in these communication ve-
hicles are copyrighted for the exclusive use of the
ALBG and its members. Any unauthorized use of
said materials for any reason without the specific
written permission of the Executive Council of
the Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides is
strictly prohibited.

" 2 Don't forget to like
ALBG on Facebook!
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Continuing

Education
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Recruits are needed to
present topics of interest at
our continuing education
session throughout 2025.
Specifically, we need pre-
senters for June 20, August
15 and November 14. The
June 20 and August 15
sessions will be held at the
Gettysburg Heritage Center,
while the November 14 loca-
tion is yet to be determined.
Presentations typically begin
at 5:30, last about an hour,
and precede the Gen-
eral Membership Meeting.
Volunteers are welcome to
choose their topics.

This is an excellent op-
portunity to be of service to
your colleagues. If you have
any interest, kindly contact
Bill Thomas at oldshaw-
nee@gmail.com as soon as
possible. Sadly, no recruiting
bounty is being offered.

The first continuing Edu-
cation Session will be held
on March 14 when Chris
Brenneman will host an
“Evening with the Painting”,
and provide us with a closer
look at Paul Philippoteaux’s
cyclorama painting The Battle
of Gettysburg . 3

Road Clean-
up Dates for

2025

The 2025 Emmitsburg
Road trash pickup dates will
take place on the following
Wednesdays at 5:00 PM:

e April 23
¢ June 25

e August 20
e October 1

Meet at the 105PA

monument. ¥
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FROM THE lIBRAIW

Contributed by LBG Mike Strong, Librarian

Kudos go out to LBG Jim
Roubal for recently prevent-
ing a potential disaster in the
library when he discovered
a water leak from an up-
stairs apartment. He notified
the Diorama staff and then
emptied several shelves from
harm’s way. Fortunately, only
a few books suffered slight
water stains and wrinkled
pages.

Thanks to LBG Tony
DeLacy and several friends of
the ALBG the library has ac-
quired several hundred ritles
to be offered to members and
associates at our next Book

Sale.

Two new books now
available to members are:
Buying & Selling Civil War
Memory in Gilded Age
America, by James Marten
and Caroline A. Janney, and
William Marvel’s Lee’s Last
Retreat: The Flight to Appo-

mattox.

‘Buying and Selling Civil
War Memory’ , through a
series of essays, explores the
ways in which Gilded Age
manufacturers, advertis-
ers, publishers, and others
commercialized Civil War

memory. Of particular inter-
est is Janney’s essay ‘A New
and Unique Show: The Rise
and Fall of Civil War Cyclo-

ramas.’

Anyone familiar with
contrarian William Marvel’s
other works knows that
through meticulous research
in diaries, letters, and other
contemporary documents he
is able to debunk many long-
held myths surrounding his
Civil War topics. In ‘Lee’s
Last Retreat’ he examines the
untruths that sprang from
the imaginations of Lost
Cause historians and some
participating generals, from
both sides, well-practiced in
the art of fabricating popular
legends. His last chapter par-
ticularly examines Chamber-
lain’s and Gordon’s postwar
exaggerations of their roles
in the surrender ceremonies.

A reminder: the library is
accessible to ALBG Licensed
members 24/7. Please use the
sign-out log when borrowing
materials, and if visiting dur-
ing the Diorama’s off-hours,
please make sure the outer
door is locked when depart-
ing. Thank you. ®

Visiting Scholars Banquet

Our speaker for this year’s Visiting Scholar Banquet will
be Dr. James Pula. He is professor emeritus of history at
Purdue University Northwest and the author of several Civil
War histories, including a biography of Major General Dan-
iel Butterfield, which will be the subject of his talk.

The Dobbin House has been reserved for Friday, April
25, 2025. The price this year will be $35 per person, and
tickets are available at https://gettysburgtourguides.org/

product/visiting-scholars-banquet/. ®

Associates
Day 2025

Contributed by LBG Gary Vezza

The ASSOCIATION OF
LICENSED BATTLEFIELD
GUIDES will host an Asso-
ciates Day on March 28th.

The day features a tour of
the Historic Winchester, Va.
area including the battlefield
involved in the Gettysburg
Campaign, the Historic
town, and the Shenandoah
Battlefield Valley Museum.

Registration for the day
will be on the ALBG website
once preliminary planning
is complete. Associates will
be notified by email when
registration is open. ¥

Mark Your
Calendar

Annual Picnic
July 25th

-—..\—rn’ ‘M “..

Carroll Valley Park

There will be more informa-
tion coming soon on this.

FALL SEMINAR

Contributed by LBG Bill Thomas,
Education Chair

Save the Date!

The ALBG Fall Seminar
for 2025 will be held on
September 26, 27, and 28,

and will focus on Culp’s

Hill. ®
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I | l e I—O St B O 1-1-| e First appeared in Dispatch, February 2019. Contributed by LBG Joe Mieczkowski. —Ed.

hile driving
through Georgia
recently, I hap-

pened upon an historical
marker declaring that the last
land battle of the Civil War

was in Columbus, Georgia.

Numerous locations claim
to be the site of the “Last
Battle of the Civil War”.
Palmito Ranch in Texas
often claims the honor of
“last” battle and has a small
marker commemorating the
fact. But, the activities at and
around Palmito Ranch, Texas
in May, 1865 are described in
the Official Records simply as
skirmishes.

Insofar as the surrender
of the bulk of Confederates
on April 26, 1865, at Ben-
nett Place, North Carolina,
marked the effective end of
the war the Battle at Colum-
bus was the last battle of the
Civil War. President Andrew
Johnson declared the war
over on May 10, 1865. This
was the day that President
Jefferson Davis was captured.
The Battle of Palmito Ranch
took place on May 13.

Columbus then is the site
of the actual “Last Battle
of the Civil War”, a little
known engagement that took
place on April 16, 1865.
The officers who led Union
forces in the battle insisted
that Columbus was the last
battle of the war. On May
30, 1865 Brevet Major Gen-

eral Emory Upton reported
for his division in the Wilson

Raid, in the Official Records,

Photo by Joe Mieczkowski

that the Battle of Columbus
was the “closing conflict of
the war.”

The battle was the last
significant engagement of
Wilson’s Raid where Bvt.
Maj. General James Wilson
led three divisions through
Alabama and into Geor-
gia in the Spring of 1865.
After taking Selma and
Montgomery on April 2 and
April 12, 1865 respectively,
they headed to Columbus,
Georgia, a major Confeder-
ate manufacturing center,
which they captured. Upton’s
division was the one most
involved in the attack on
Columbus. His brigades were
led by Generals Andrew J.
Alexander and Edward F.
Winslow. Major General
Howell Cobb commanded

the 3,000 Confederate troops
in defense of Columbus.

Alexander’s brigade at-

tempted to capture the lower
bridge across the Chatta-
hoochee River between Gi-
rard, Alabama and Columbus
on Easter Sunday
April 16, 1865, but
was repulsed. Gen-
eral Upton decided
to try a night assault
and received Gener-
al Wilson’s approval.
By 10 p.m. the
bridge was captured
and Columbus fell.

April 16 was the
day General James
H. Wilson’s Union raiders
captured Columbus. The
next day, the still unfinished
ship CSS Jackson was set
ablaze and cut loose by her
captors. The ironclad drifted
downstream about 30 miles
before it grounded on a sand-
bar. The ship continued to

CSS Jacksen at the museum. Photo by Civil War
Navel Museum

burn down to the waterline
and the rest of the ship sunk.

The CSS Jackson was
raised in two large pieces,
the 106-foot stern section
coming up in 1962 and the
74-foot bow section in 1963.
The CSS Jackson and related
artifacts are displayed at
Civil War Naval Museum
at Port Columbus. Visitors
may view the CSS Jackson
from above the main deck,
at deck level, and from well
under the water line. The
wreck which weighs more
than five hundred thousand
pounds is complemented by a
white wire frame that allows
visitors to see the original
size and construction of the

ironclad the CSS Jackson.

Wilson left for Macon,
GA on April 18. Columbus,
Georgia is where the last

Land Battle of the Civil War
took place. ®

Sources: https://www.portcolumbus.org

http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~bellware/history
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2025 VISITING SCHOLARS BANQUET

Friday, April 25, 2025
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SEE HTTPS: / / GETTYSBURGTOURGUIDES.ORG / VISITING-SCHOLARS-BANQUET /

FOR ALL THE DETAILS
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Honors Banquet

On Saturday January
25", the ALBG sponsored a
special “Honors Banquet” at
the Dobbin House to recog-
nize active Guides who have
served 40 years or more. In
total 15 Guides were recog-
nized, 12 of which were pres-
ent, with their total com-
bined service over 700 years.
Steve Slaughter introduced
the speakers for the night
as emcee. ALBG President
Phil Muskett spoke first,
acknowledging the ALBG’s
desire to continue events of
this nature in the future, as
well as a plan for service pins
that would recognize Guides
for each decade of service.
GNMP Superintendent
Kristina Heister and Chief of
Interpretation Chris Gwinn
also gave opening remarks.

Each honored Guide was

The event committee,

Gary Vezza, Jesse Wheedleton,
Mike Rupert and Steve Slaughter
organized and ran an
amazing event.

We are hoping to make this
an annual event.

— LBG Phil Muskett, ALBG President

able to relate “a few ap-
propriate remarks” as they
stepped up to the podium.
Many told stories of memo-
rable tours, their Guide
exam experience, or their
very first memory of visiting
the park. Some recognized
mentors present in the room,
and others who have passed
on. All received a plaque
detailing their service, and
a stained glass medallion

crafted by Jessie Wheedleton.

The banquet was orga-
nized by Gary Vezza, Mike
Rupert, and Jessie Wheedle-

ton.

Thanks to all Guides,
Rangers, and guests who
were able to attend this
memorable evening together,
and we look forward to the
next! ®

In the group photo of honorees: Seated left to right: Dave Eisenhart 40 years, Clay
Rebert 55 years, Debra A. Novotny 50 years, Terry Fox 55 years. Second Row
left to right: Mike McGough 49 years, Jeff Mummert 40 years, Fred Hawthorne 44
years, Larry Wallace 40 years, Linda Clark 46 years, Rev. Roy Frampton 57 years.
Back row: Dale Brister 43 years, Ed Guy 41 years. Not pictured: William Bowling
59 years, James Cole 56 years, Phil Cole 47 years.

Honoree Ed Guy, center; Committee members Mike Rupert, left and Gary Vezza,
right
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Reynolds Restoration Project to repair
Civil War general’s family plot in Lancaster

Cemetery

The article below was provided by LBG Jeff Harding, and is adapted from the 16 January 2025 edition of the Lancaster Online newspaper.

The Lancaster Cemetery
obelisk honoring Maj. Gen.
John Fulton Reynolds, along
with the other graves of the
Reynolds family plot, are in
need of repair. The cem-
etery, with grave markers
dating back to the American
Revolution, has partnered
with the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War to
raise $15,000 for the Reyn-
olds Restoration Project. The
funds will be used to repair,

rehabilitate and stabilize the
gravestones, markers and
decorative elements of the
Reynolds family plot. The
photos were taken Nov. 16,
2024.

The 16-foot-tall marble
obelisk towers above the
scatter of gravestones sur-
rounding it. The base is
a work of art for its time,
the stone carver depicting
battles fought, Army insig-
nia, emblems of military rank
and patriotic symbolism. The
tower honors a Lancaster
native and one of the most
admired Union leaders of all
time: Maj. Gen. John Fulton
Reynolds.

Today, this iconic monu-
ment is in desperate need of

repair.

“We would like to uphold
the image of the cemetery,”
says Scott Fasnacht, former
camp commander of Sons
of Union Veterans of the
Civil War. He says the team
is proud to partner with the
cemetery to help keep it in
“tip-top shape and honor
Union soldiers.”

Fasnacht says the Reyn-
olds plot requires repair of
the cracks in the marble
obelisk and stabilization of
the base, as well as repairs to
surrounding headstones. Be-
cause the 70-by-20-foot plot
is above ground, tombstones
shift from seasonal freezes
and thaws, he explains.

The marble obelisk is sur-
rounded by over 20 tomb-
stones of Reynolds’ family
members. Many tombstones
have suffered the ravages of
time and weather, including
acid rain, according to Justin
Herbert, a Lancaster Cem-
etery board member.

The restoration project
aims to bring the family plot
to a sustainable position
and prevent deterioration,
Fasnacht says.

The Lancaster Cemetery,
a 22-acre Victorian-era burial
ground established in 1846,
is still popular with visitors
and locals alike. As one of
the largest green spaces in
downtown, it is the final
resting place for approxi-
mately 17,000 Lancastrians,
including 1,400 veterans.

Herbert, who is also
director of management
and research at Franklin &
Marshall College, mows the
grass at the cemetery during
the summer and helps with

other maintenance projects
throughout the year.

“In my time there, some-
one always stops to see the
Reynolds monument,” he
says. “It’s the most visited
in the cemetery.” He says
sometimes people visit the
Reynolds plot on their way
to Gettysburg, as that is
where the major general was

killed. ®

www.reynoldsrestoration.org

The General G
Veterans of th

gravesite of Maj

Join our e

fa

eorge H. Thomas, Camp 19, Sons of Union
e e Civil War, in collaboration with Lancaster
metery, need your help to protect and preserve the historic

or General John F. Reynolds, Admiral William
Reynolds, and the other members of the family interred here.

ffort ta restore, rehabilita I
) te, and stabilize the
mily plot and jes m arkers. Donate o;;.l'ine today!

The March General
Business meeting
will be on
March 14th.

This event will be
held in the
Ford Room at the
Visitor Center.

The Continuing
Education
presentation will be
by Chris Brenneman
concerning
the Gettysburg
Cyclorama.

WE WANT YOU ...

Calling all ALBG mem-
bers — both Licensed and

Associate.

We want your book re-
views and articles of interest
for the Dispatch. Have a
favorite soldier or regiment!?
Visit a cemetery or battle-
field? Read a good — or not
so good — book? Share your
interests or experiences with
our members.

Send your input to
Therese Orr, orr1978@gmail.
com, for inclusion in future
issues of the Dispatch. ®
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NPS Winter Lecture Series 2025

Saturdays and Sundays at 1:30 p.m.
Through February 23, 2025
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor Center

https: / /www.nps.gov/thingstodo / gettysburg-winter-programs.htm

Featuring some of the best Rangers, historians, and authors
from across the country, this popular eight-week Winter Lec-
ture Series will once again return to the Gettysburg National
Military Park (NMP) Museum and Visitor Center in 2025!

The Winter Lecture Series is held at 1:30 p.m. on weekends
in the Gettysburg NMP Museum and Visitor Center from
January 4 through February 23, 2025. Seating is available on a
first come — first serve basis. Free tickets are available day of at
the Gettysburg NMP Museum and Visitor Center. Schedule is

subject to change.

Thanks to the Gettysburg Foundation, all presentations will
be recorded and made available on the Gettysburg Foundation
YouTube channel at Gettysburg Foundation - YouTube.

No live stream will be available.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15 - MARCHING STILL: A MUSICAL
TRIBUTE TO CIVIL WAR POETRY

Ryan Mascilak & the Marching Still Ensemble

In a time when Americans seek to deeply connect with our history, this
musical tribute brings the poignant words and emotions of Civil War
poetry to life in a beautiful way that resonates with both heart and soul.
We invite everyone to experience this unique blend of music and poetry,
celebrating the sacrifices and stories that have shaped our nation. Further,
this tribute is not just a reflection of history, but also a celebration of
resilience, hope, and the enduring human spirit. Ryan is honored to bring
“Marching Stll” back to Gettysburg.

" ”

THE STORY OF A GETTYSBURG PHOTOGRAPH

John Heiser, Historian

Taken in the immediate aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg, the heart-
breaking photograph of a shattered artillery limber, scattered shells, horse
carcass, and fresh graves is a visual testament of the ferocity of the battle.
The exact location of this disturbing image has vexed historians for years,
until a combination of photographic evidence and testimony by battle
participants led to the discovery of this site in 2023. It was a discovery
that revealed more than just a story of death and destruction, but also the
desperate stand of a South Carolina battery on July 3, 1863, and a rarely
recognized incident in the final hours of the battle.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 22 — A GREAT DIVIDING LINE:
SLAVERY AND FREEDOM IN WASHINGTON, D.C. DURING
THE CIVIL WAR

Rachael Nicholas, Gettysburg National Military Park

Freedom began to ring in Washington, D.C. before the end of the war.
In 1861 and early 1862, enslaved people from Virginia and Maryland
demanded freedom with their feet. They chose Washington as their
refuge because it housed Union soldiers and free African Americans
sympathetic to their cause. There was just one problem: the Union
capital was also a slaveholding region. What followed was a prolonged
conflict between enslaved people, soldiers, Congressmen, and enslav-
ers that propelled Washington—and soon the entire nation—toward
emancipation.

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 23 — BACKS TO THE WALL: THE BATTLE
OF MINE CREEK

Andrew Regiec, Gettysburg National Military Park

As Sherman marched to the sea and Lee defended Richmond, Vir-
ginia, Confederate General Sterling Price invaded Missouri. Price was
checked by the United States Army at nearly every turn, eventually
being driven back toward Arkansas. The weather hindered Price’s
retreat, and a small Union force caught up with over 7,000 Confeder-
ates at Mine Creek, Kansas. What ensued dashed Confederate hopes
of victory in the West.

SATURDAY MARCH 1 — PRINCIPLES OF CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY
- RESCHEDULED FROM SUNDAY JANUARY 19

Tom Holbrook, Gettysburg National Military Park

Jennings Cropper Wise, in his authoritative work on Confederate
artillery in Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, referred to

this branch of service as “The Long Arm of Lee.” Some of war’s most
dramatic moments, Malvern Hill, Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg,

are remembered for the devastating use of these guns. Yet, the role that
field artillery played in the American Civil War is often underestimated
by modern historians. This program will discuss the principles relating
to the art of field artillery as put forth by famed artillerists Henry Hunt,
William Barry, and John Gibbon.

The Three Graves of Jennie Wade

This article first appeared in the Battlefield Dispatch, March 1991, and contributed by LBG Deb Nowotny. —Ed.

Istee.... Buried in the McClellan garden behind the house,
5 PM, July 4, 1863 — with the dough still under her

finger nails

2nd...... Buried in the German Reformed Churchyard, Janu-
ary, 1864

3rd and last.......Buried in the Evergreen Cemetery, Novem-
ber, 1865 (by the way, her “beau” Johnston
Skelly made it to his spot in Evergreen
before her, having been disinterred from his
Winchester, VA grave by his brother Daniel
in November 1864.) @
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