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Legal Notice
The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides® 

(ALBG) website and the written newsletter 
known as the Battlefield Dispatch are the only of-
ficial communication vehicles of The Association 
of Licensed Battlefield Guides.

Any officially sanctioned document, publica-
tion, class material, class schedule, field presenta-
tion schedules and communications—public and 
private—contained in these communication ve-
hicles are copyrighted for the exclusive use of the 
ALBG and its members. Any unauthorized use of 
said materials for any reason without the specific 
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the Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides is 
strictly prohibited.

PRESIDENT’S
THE

“With one terrible exception, the Civil War, law and the Constitution have kept America whole and free.” – Anthony Lewis

news from • for • and about your association

Contributed by LBG Phil 

Muskett, ALBG President

Welcome to 
spring, as I 

write this it is two 
days past the spring equi-
nox, and in the midst of 
March Madness. Tours are 
picking up as the park is 
starting to come back to 
life. Scouts, School Buses, 
Leadership tours, and the 
various Coaches bringing in 
more students from across 
the country, looking to hear 
the story of those who fought 
here for three days in July  
of 1863.

Recently, I had a car tour 
with a grandmother and her 
grandson from Ohio. The 
grandson was here two years 
ago on a bus tour. He was 
looking for more information 
about the battle. He could 
not remember who his Guide 
was, but one of us was able 
to spark something in this 
young man that brought him 
back. Hopefully he will keep 
coming back to visit more. 
This, to me, is one of the 
reasons we do what we do 
here. 

Over the past few weeks, 
we have had a lot going 
on. I continue to meet and 
communicate frequently with 
the NPS staff. If you have 
concerns or questions, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out 
to me. 
WE HAVE A NEW DESKTOP 
COMPUTER FOR THE GUIDE 
OFFICE. It does require some 
set up and technical support. 
The existing office computer 
is still fully operational, but 
if there is anything you need 
to do that is not available 
now, please let us know and 
we will try to accelerate the 
schedule. The new computer 
will have Microsoft 365 in-
stalled, including SharePoint, 
and a larger monitor. We 
appreciate your patience. 
WE WILL BE GETTING A NEW 
PATCH ISSUED TO US TO  
REPLACE THE “CUBE” PATCH. 
The plan for the NPS is to 
have this in place by the 
time the first of the new 
Guides is licensed from this 
testing cycle. The “Cube” 
patch will be phased out 
over the next two years. This 
will save on everyone having 

to rush out and change their 
uniforms immediately. 
THE MUCH-ANTICIPATED 
GUIDE MANUAL is planned 
to be released by the Spring 
Guide meeting on April 24th. 
Ranger Dan Welch is put-
ting a lot of time into this to 
make that deadline. 

The new Gettysburg 
Foundation President Jackie 
Spainhour and I met on 
February 27, she is looking 
forward to working with the 
Guides. The big take away I 
got from the meeting is she 
is ready to move forward and 
move past what has hap-
pened before. 
SOME UPCOMING EVENTS I 
HOPE YOU CAN ATTEND. 

Friday April 11, from 4:30 
pm to 6:00 pm, the Gettys-
burg Foundation is hosting 
a Meet and Greet with the 
new Gettysburg Foundation 
President Jackie Spainhour 
for the Guides. This will 
be at the George Spangler 
Farm. I met with her earlier 
in the month. It was a very 
positive meeting, and I look 
forward to working with her 

see PRES REPORT cont. on page 2

Visiting Scholars Banquet
Our speaker for this year’s Visiting Scholar Banquet will be Dr. James Pula. He is professor 

emeritus of history at Purdue University Northwest and the author of several Civil War his-
tories, including a biography of Major General Daniel Butterfield, which will be the subject 
of his talk.

The Dobbin House has been reserved for Friday, April 25, 2025. The price this year will 
be $35 per person, and tickets are available at https://gettysburgtourguides.org/ 
product/visiting-scholars-banquet/.  

mailto:linda_joswick%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://gettysburgtourguides.org/ product/visiting-scholars-banquet/
https://gettysburgtourguides.org/ product/visiting-scholars-banquet/
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When Abraham Lincoln 
was about 19 years old, he 
made his first voyage down 
the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers with a load of produce 
to sell in New Orleans. In 
the spring of 1831, he was 
hired to deliver a cargo of 
merchandise to New Or-
leans. The boat was set afloat 
in the Sangamon River at 
Springfield, IL. The trip was 
going well until he reached 
New Salem where, despite 
the high-water level from 
the spring floods, his boat 
got stuck on the mill dam. 
He managed to manhandle 
the bow over the dam, then 
constructed a machine to 
lift and push the boat over 
the dam. Lincoln would 
later patent the machine, 
although it would not bring 
him a fortune.

Denton Offutt, who had 
hired Lincoln, was impressed 
with Lincoln’s handling of 

the incident and offered him 
a clerk position in his store 
in New Salem. The town 
had been established in 1831 
and eventually grew to 23 
buildings (including four 
general stores) and a popula-
tion of 100 people.

During his six years of 
association with New Salem, 
Lincoln held a variety of 
jobs. For a brief period, he 
owned one of the general 
stores with William Berry, 
although this venture put 
him in such debt that he did 
not pay the last penny to his 
debtors until 1848. In late 
1833 he was employed as the 
deputy to the County Sur-
veyor. From 1833-1836 he 
served as the Postmaster for Road Clean-

up Dates for 
2025

The 2025 Emmitsburg 
Road trash pickup dates will 
take place on the following 
Wednesdays at 5:00 PM:

• April 23
• June 25
• August 20
• October 1

Meet at the 105PA 
monument.  

FROM THE Library 
Contributed by LBG Mike Strong, Librarian

Continuing 
Education 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS SET FOR 2025

Continuing Education 
Programs for the balance of 
this year are as follows:

•	 June 20 - Rob Abbott 
presents “The Army of the 
Potomac 1864 Reorganiza-
tion: What Happened and 
Why We Should Care”

•	 August 15 - Jessie Whee-
dleton presents “Human 
Interest Stories of the 
Artillery”

•	 November 14 - Gary 
Vezza presents “The Fly-
ing Nuns at Gettysburg”

The June and August 
programs will be held at the 
Gettysburg Heritage Center 
at 5:30 pm. The location for 
the November Program is to 
be announced and the time 
will be 5:00 pm.

Special thanks are more 
than due Chris Brenneman 
for his outstanding slideshow 
and personal tour of the 
Cyclorama. Even those who 
have seen the painting many 
times thoroughly enjoyed the 
program.  

to improve the relation-
ship between the Foun-
dation and the Guides. 
If you haven’t RSVP’d 

to Britt Isenburg, please do 
so as soon as possible. 

April 24th will be our Spring 
Guide meeting. This will 
be at the Ford Room in the 
Gettysburg NMP Visitor 
Center. This will begin at 6 
p.m. It will be a combina-
tion in person and Microsoft 
Teams meeting. Come out 
to the meeting if you can; if 
you can’t, use Teams to log 
in and participate that way. 

April 25th, we are having our 
Visiting Scholars Banquet at 
the Dobbin House. This year 
Dr. James Pula will be the 
speaker. He will be discuss-
ing his latest book, a biogra-
phy of Major General Daniel 
Butterfield. There is more 
to the General than TAPs. 
Come out and enjoy a great 
evening. 

The Fall Seminar this year 
will be held on September 
26, 27 and 28, 2025. The 
topic will be Culps Hill. A 
great line up of presenters 
this year. Hope to see many 
of you there. 

See you on the field.  

PRES REPORT cont. from pg. 1

PRESIDENT’S

TUESDAY 
AND SUNDAY 
BATTLEWALKS 
FOR 2025

Contributed by LBG Bill Thomas, 

Education Chair

The ALBG summer pro-
gram of Tuesday Battlefield 
Walks opens at 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 3. Registra-
tion for all Tuesday programs 
during the summer, as well 
as the Sunday afternoon 
programs during the fall, is 
now available on the ALBG 
Website.  

 A reminder: the library is 
accessible to ALBG Licensed 
members 24/7. Please use the 
sign-out log when borrowing 
materials, and if visiting dur-

ing the Diorama’s off-hours, 
please make sure the outer 
door is locked when depart-
ing. Thank you.  

Abraham Lincoln and  
New Salem, Illinois

Contributed by LBG Therese Orr

Berry – Lincoln General Store see NEW SALEM cont. on page 3

Lincoln As a Surveyor
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New Salem. The Postmaster 
job was not a confining one 
and Lincoln supplemented 
his post office income with 

odd jobs such as splitting 
rails, harvesting crops, help-
ing at the mill, and tending 
store in New Salem.

While a young man in 
Indiana, he became inter-
ested in the law. In 1833, 

he purchased a book of legal 
forms and prepared legal 
documents for his friends at 
no charge and even argued 
minor cases. He then began 
studying the law in earnest, 
often travelling the 20 miles 
to Springfield to borrow books 
from John Stuart’s law office. 
On September 9, 1836, Lin-
coln was granted a license to 
practice law. On March 1, 
1837, the Illinois Supreme 
Court awarded him a cer-
tificate of admission to the 
bar. Thus began a career that 
would last the rest of his life.

While in New Salem, Lin-
coln also became interested 
in politics. His first attempt 
for a seat in the state legisla-
ture in 1832 was unsuccess-
ful. In 1834 he was elected 
to the first of four terms in 
the Illinois legislature before 
deciding to set his sights on 
Congress.

After the state 
legislature ad-
journed on March 
6, 1837, Lincoln 
returned to the 
now fading village 
of New Salem. 
On April 15, 
1837, upon seeing 
no future there 
for either legal 
work or wider 
political oppor-
tunities, Lincoln 
mounted a borrowed horse 
with everything he owned in 
two saddlebags and moved 
to Springfield, the place he 
would call home for the next 
24 years of his life.

New Salem has a connec-
tion to Gettysburg. Kaspar 
and Magdalena Scherffig had 
14 children. Their seventh 
child, Maria, married Nicho-
las Onstatt and moved to 
Illinois. Their son, Henry,  

 
was a cooper in New Salem. 
For a time, Lincoln was a 
boarder in Henry’s home, 
where he studied the law 
by the light of the hearth. 
Henry is the cousin of our 
Joseph Sherfy.

If you visit Springfield, 
travel the extra twenty miles 
to explore New Salem. You 
won’t regret it  

NEW SALEM cont. from page 2

Henry Onstott Cooper Shop and Residence Where 
Lincoln Was a Boarder

Lincoln Studying on the Road

Civil War Soldier Finally Laid to Rest        Contributed by LBG Paul Bailey

Raphael Guido Rombauer 
was born August 20, 1838 
in Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 
Hungary. He was the son of a 
mining engineer, metallurgist 
and director of the Hungar-
ian arms factories during the 
1848-49 War of Liberation 
against the Habsburgs. One 
of Raphael’s brothers died of 
wounds after the Battle of 
Vizakna in Transylvania. An-
other brother and his father 
were captured by invading 
Russians, however, his father escaped, making his way to the 
United States where he began publishing a newspaper in 
Davenport, Iowa. When his brother was released, Raphael’s 
mother immigrated to Iowa with the seven surviving chil-
dren. Later the family moved to St. Louis, Missouri, one of 
the largest Hungarian communities in the United States.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Raphael Rombauer 
enlisted in Company A, 1st Missouri Infantry Volunteer 
Regiment. Later, becoming a Lieutenant and Adjutant to 
Colonel Gustav Waagner, Grant’s chief of artillery at Cairo, 
Illinois. Rombauer would help ensure secure communica-
tions between Grant and Fremont by translating messages 
in Hungarian. In August 1862, he was appointed Captain, 
Battery G, 1st Illinois Light Artillery Regiment, which served 

at Corinth and 
Memphis. Pro-
moted to Major 
in October 1864, 
Rombauer’s Artil-
lery remained in 
the District of 
West Tennessee. 
Early in 1865 he 
was named chief 
of artillery at 
Memphis, a post 
he retained until 
he was mustered 
out in August.

Following the Civil War, Rombauer was appointed Act-
ing Superintendent of the first railroad into Jasper County, 
Missouri started in 
1871 and moved to 
Carthage where he 
led efforts to bring 
a railroad to the 
community. Later 
becoming the Su-
perintendent of the 
Memphis, Carthage 
and Northwestern 
Railroad. When his 

Courtesy Carthage Press
Cleaned up copy of the top half of Illinois State Militia 
concerning Raphael Guido Rombauer promotion.

 
Cleaned up copy of bottom half of Illinois State Militia.see SOLDIER continued on page 4
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SOLDIER cont. from page 3

WE 
WANT 
YOU…

Calling all ALBG members – both Licensed and 
Associate. We want your book reviews and articles 
of interest for the Dispatch. Have a favorite soldier 
or regiment? Visit a cemetery or battlefield? Read a 
good – or not so good – book? Share your interests 
or experiences with our members. Send your input 
to Therese Orr, orr1978@gmail.com, for inclusion in 
future issues of the Dispatch. 

wife, Emma died in 1899, he 
purchased a plot in Car-
thage’s Park Cemetery. He 
moved to Kirksville, MO 
where he founded a coal 
mining company, remarried 
and died in 1912. 

His remains were sent 
to St. Louis for cremation, 
placed in a marked urn and 
there they remained. Until 
one hundred and two years 
later when Rombauer’s 
second great granddaughter, 
Elizabeth Lively Young, was 
researching her genealogy 
and came across the informa-
tion regarding her ancestor 
and his ashes. Young had no 
idea why his remains had 
not been claimed. “Maybe 
[his second wife] wanted 
him to be with her. Maybe 
somebody didn’t have the 
money to pick him up.” 
Young picked up Rombauer’s 
ashes at the Valhalla Fu-
neral Chapel, Crematory and 
Cemetery in St. Louis. 

On Saturday, April 11, 
2015, the Sons of Union 
Veterans, a national organi-
zation made up of descen-
dants of Union Soldiers, 
Sailors and Marines, car-
ried Rombauer’s urn to 
Carthage’s Park Cemetery 
where National Park Service 
representatives fired a replica 
6-pound cannon to mark 
Rombauer’s service com-
manding an artillery unit 

and the Holmes Brigade, 
a Civil War re-enactment 
group performed the military 
funeral rituals according to 

1861 U.S. Army regulations. 
Major Raphael Guido Rom-
bauer’s remains now rest in 
the family plot he purchased, alongside his wife and two of 

their five children.

Thank you to Jim Rich-
ards, Captain of the Patriot 
Guard Riders who escorted 
Major Rombauer to his final 
resting place, for sending me 
this story after a tour.  

Said to be six of the ten known children of Theodore & Bertha Rombauer

From left: Raphael Guido, Robert Julius, Emma Cornelia, Roderick Emil, Bertha, 
Roland Theodore. I think Bertha is the mother, or it might be sister Ida M who was 
married in 1854, because daughter Bertha died in 1852 when Raphael was but 14.

Letter from 
the Chief 
of Artillery 
to Lt. R. G. 
Rombauer to 
take command 
of all Artillery 
at Fort Gentry.

Copy of Sept. 17, 1912 Obituary 
in Saint Louis Globe Democrat 
from his 2nd great-granddaughter 
Elizabeth Lively Young’s Rombauer 
file.

Raphael and Emma Rombauer Family 
Plot

Photographers of the 1800s could not 
capture organic scenes of men’s lives but 
are instead cold and emotionless. The 
sketches of “Specials” were restricted 
only by their artistic abilities. A perfect 
example of this lies in the drawing 
entitled “Through the Wilderness” which 
portrays the men of an artillery battery 
struggling to move their ordnance 

through the muck and mire of that region 
of tangled undergrowth known as the 
Wilderness. Such a vibrant scene would 
not have been possible to capture using 
photography, yet the sketch encapsu-
lates the essence of the event. (Part of 
an article by Bryan Caswell from The 
Gettysburg Compiler)   

mailto:orr1978@gmail.com
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“The Other Flank - Culp’s Hill”
September 26th, 27th, and 28th, 2025

The Association of Licensed Battlefield Guides 

Welcome to six deep dive field programs on Culp’s Hill! The focus of 
the 2025 seminar will move from last year’s look at the Union left 
flank to the pointy end of the fish-hook on the Union right.

Cost is $235 with a $20 rebate given to ALBG Associate Members.

Friday: Buffet Dinner at the Dobbin House with a presentation by LBG 
Bruce Rice setting the stage for the battle action to follow.

Saturday and Sunday TOURS with buses provided:  
•	 Wadsworth’s Division & Signalmen – LBG Eric Lindblade;

•	 Greene’s Defense of the Union Right on July 2 – LBG Bill Trelease;

•	 Candy’s & Shaler’s Brigades – LBG Charlie Fennell;

•	 Steuart’s Brigade – LBG Steve Slaughter;

•	 “What Mean These Stones” – LBG Rich Goedkoop;

•	 Spangler Meadow Fight, Morning of July 3 – LBG Therese Orr

Saturday Evening: Cigar Firepit returns to the Rupp House hosted by LBG Les 
Fowler

Snacks and drinks will be provided
including lunch on Saturday

Lodging: The 1863 Inn is once again offering a limited number of rooms for 
attendees at 18% below their usual weekend rate – Call 717-334-6211 and mention 
the ALBG Annual Seminar!  

Annual Picnic
July 25th

Carroll Valley Park
There will be more informa-

tion coming soon on this. 

THE WEATHER GODS CURSE THE 
GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN

Paperback – Expected Release Date June 10, 2025

by Jeffrey J. Harding and Jon M. Nese 

Searing Heat and Torrents of Rain

As the nation’s future 
hung in the balance, the 
Weather Gods delivered 
a wrath of fury on Union 
and Confederate forces 
throughout the Gettysburg 
Campaign. First, record-
breaking heat and humid-
ity wore down the warring 
armies during ungodly forced 
marches. Next, relentless 
storms plagued the soldiers 
with resultant muddy slogs 

on nearly impassable roads. 
As the armies met in mortal 
combat, soul-crushing heat 
turned the bucolic fields of 
Gettysburg into a sanguinary 
and barren expanse. Finally, 
torrential rains haunted the 
Confederate retreat and nar-
row escape across a swollen 
Potomac River. Authors 
Jeffrey J. Harding and Jon M. 
Nese present firsthand ac-
counts, harrowing narratives 

and groundbreaking meteoro-
logical research that reshapes 
how we view the Civil War’s 
Gettysburg Campaign.  

T
he legitimate 
object of 
government is 

to do for the people 
what needs to be 
done, but which they 
cannot, by individual 
effort, do at all, 
or do so well, for 
themselves. 

–Abraham Lincoln
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“Associate Member’s Day” trip to Winchester, Virginia
Contributed by LBG Jessie Wheeler

On Saturday, March 29th the popular “Associate Member’s 
Day” bus trip was revived! Thanks to LBG Gary Vezza for orga-
nizing a history-packed day trip to Winchester, Virginia. A to-
tal of 31 Associate Members and 3 Licensed Battlefield Guides 
attended. Many thanks to our driver, Cheryl Winkleman, who 
remained unshaken despite some challenging adventures along 
the way. Our tour guide representing the Shenandoah Valley 
Battlefields National Historic District was Mr. Peter Dalton. 
He did a fantastic job making sure we understood the troop 
movements of the Second Winchester battle at many differ-
ent points of interest throughout the day, including some that 
required special permission to access. Some of the sites visited 
included the Kernstown Battlefield and Pritchard’s Hill, Bow-
er’s Hill, Star Fort, Stephenson’s Depot, and the Shenandoah 
Valley Museum in the old courthouse. The new land being 
preserved by the Kernstown and Shenandoah Valley Battlefield 

Foundations was impressive. 
The ALBG looks forward 
to more events like this in 
the near future to thank our 
Associate Members for their 
constant support.  

A SPECIAL VIEWING OF THE CYCLORAMA
On Friday, March 14 

the ALBG was treated to 
a special viewing of the 
Cyclorama painting by Chris 
Brenneman. He began with 
a history of the cycloramas 
in general, our painting in 
particular, and then a “lights 
up” viewing of the paint-

ing and close-up view of the 
painting and the diorama. 
Chris showed us 
special areas of the 
painting, including 
some of the “ghosts”: 
sketched but unpaint-
ed soldiers. Many 
thanks to  

Chris for his time 
and expertise. 

“I am a firm believer in people. If given the 
truth, they can be depended upon to meet any 
national crisis. The great point is to bring them 
the real facts.”

– Attributed to Abraham Lincoln


